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PREFACE

Japan is a land of festivals and amusements, and

a visitor to Japan's shores cannot help but be im-

pressed by their frequency and colourfulness. Even

the busy tourist, who spends only a few days in

the country, rarely fails to come across national

flags or streamers flying high up in the clear sky,

or, by night, a flood of gay paper lanterns reflect-

ing the merriment of some celebration.

Some of the celebrations are observed with equally

austere rites by the whole nation, from His Majesty

the Emperor down to the humblest of his subjects.

Others are enjoyed by the members of certain

religious sects, professions, or districts in gay or

solemn mood, according to the nature of the celebra-

tion.

In Japan, it is very popularly said that " administra-

tion and festival are one." In fact, both the words

administration and festival used to have the same

pronunciation : maturigoto.

When Japan's first Emperor, Zinmu-Tenno, ascend-

ed the throne in the province of Yamato, 2,600 years

ago. He held a divine service for His Ancestors,

prayed that His people might increase and prosper,

and ruled over His subjects with the divine help

of His Ancestors, Thus was originated the word



viaturigoto with its double meaning of administra-

tion and festival.

Nearly three thousand years have passed since then.

Under the Imperial Throne, -whose heirs have come

down to the present in an ever-unbroken line, Japan

has risen to a new level in civilization. But the

original spirit still governs the whole nation, and

manifests itself in even the humblest of popular

festivals.

Another point which is worth mentioning is the

effect of the beautiful surroundings and moderate

climate upon the culture and habits of the nation.

The Japanese love of nature, which has found its

expression in the perfected skill of landscape painting

and the original art of landscape gardening, is also

perceptible at the time of festivals and other similar

occasions. For example, the Imperial Cherry Blossom

Party is held in spring and the Chrysanthemum Party

in autumn. To these events high officials and

foreign diplomats are invited. On the other hand,

among the people there are many occassions, such as

Hanami (cherry-blossom viewing) and Tukimi (full-

moon viewing) which bring even the lowest into

a direct contact with nature. At every festival,

moreover, natural decorations play an important role.

In spite of Japan's rapid advance in the field of

industry, and the modernization of her modes of

living, the people of Japan still observe the tradi-
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tional rites of the ancient festivals. It is in these

festivals that the Japanese learn to know the true

spirit for which their country stands. It is this reali-

zation of the significance of their past which gives

them pride and encouragement.

In order to understand the Japanese people, it is

recommended that the foreign visitor become acqu-

ainted with festivals and other annual events of this

country.

N. B. This calendar of annual events

and festivals has been compiled in ac-

cordance with the Gregorian calendar

which is in general use in Japan to-

day, but some country districts still

cling to the old lunar calendar and

observe the celebrations about one

month later than in the more modern-

ized sections of the country.



NOTE
The Japanese Government has adopted a new system of

spelling for certain Romanized Japanese syllable sounds.

Though the spelling has been modified, the pronuncia-

tion remains the same. The modified spelling is given

below with the old phonetic spelling in brackets

:

si (shi)

tu ftsu)ti (chi)

hu (fu)

zi (ji)

sya (sha)

tya (cha)

zya (ja)

syu (shu) syo (she)

tyu (chu) tyo (cho)

zyu (ju) zyo (jo)

Naturally, the change has caused the spelling of certain

familiar names of places and things to be altered, for

instance :

Old Spelling



KADOMATU or "'gate pine" in the New-Year's decorations



New Year's decorations in the parlour



JANUARY

In January a festive spirit sweeps throughout the

land. The New Year's celebration is part and parcel

of the heritage of every Japanese. It is the festival

of festivals.

During the first few weeks of the New Year,

Japan is gay with the spirit of celebration. Ka-

domatu stand before the entrances of various

establishments. This bouquet of pine and bamboo

symbolizes stability and righteousness. There is also

the door decoration ; a sort of valentine composed

of straw rope (symbolizing unity), a daidai (a type

of orange symbolizing long life for the family), fern

(called uraziro or white back, denoting purity and

fertility), a bit of seaweed (called kobu, and meaning

happiness because of its similarity to yorokobu

which means to be glad), and a paper or real

lobster (symbolizing long life for members of the

present generation).

The people in most cities and towns are gay and

lively, making calls on relatives and friends, and

offering the greetings of the season.

The idea of thanksgiving is strongly rooted in the

minds of the Japanese, and many are the customs

and rites which have their origin in this idea.



— 2 —

During the New Year celebration period, the farmers

decorate their ploughs, the fishermen their boat, nets

and other implements of their occupation, all in

token of gratitude to these inanimate things that

help them to earn their living.

The New Year's spirit is further expressed by the

kite-flying of the boys, and the battledore and shut-

tlecock playing of the girls. The two sexes are

equally favoured in the New Year. Battledores are

often selected as gifts for girls, hence their elaborate

workmanship. Stage, cinema stars and others pro-

minent in the public eye are favourite subjects used

when decorating the battledores.

The tourist at New Year's time, whether he be in

a hotel, a Japanese inn, or a dining car, will be served

toso in a special cup. This beverage tastes like

curacao. Those who appreciate the taste ofJapanese

food will also enjoy ozdni, or rice-cake soup.

It contains some vegetables and other things besides

rice-cake. The Japanese make it a rule to drink

toso and eat ozdni every morning for the first three

days of the New Year.

For many years past, Japanese people have been

accustomed to go on a hatu-mode, or the first

pilgrimage of the year, in the first part of January.

Although they may select any place for this trip,

all loyal and faithful subjects of the Emperor desire

to make a pilgrimage to the Great Shrines of Ise,
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and many people, young or old, go on this pilgri-

mage to worship at the most sacred spot in Japan

during the New Year's holidays.

Some go to theatres, while others leave the city

for bathing in hot springs at the seashore or in

the mountains.

The New Year holiday is the best time for

sportsmen to go skiing and skating. Special trains

are run for the benefit of those who enjoy such

outings.

Jan. 1-3. New Year Celebration.

Comparable with that of Christmas in the West, the

New Year celebration is enjoyed by high and low as the

nation's greatest event. Every house is decorated inside

and out.

In the Imperial court, early on the morning of January

the first is held the august ceremony of Sihohai

(literally, the "worship of the four directions"). The

Emperor himself performs this ceremony, invoking ancestral

aid for the peace and prosperity of the Empire. The

Sihohai Day is one of the four great National Holidays,

the other three being Kigensetu, Tentyosetu, and Meizi-

fetu. This ceremony is performed in the silence and

darkness of the early morning, in the flickering light of

pine torches, even as the Imperial Ancestors performed it

in the days of antiquity. After that, their Imperial Maj-

esties receive in audience all the distinguished officials

and foreign envoys privileged to offer their personal res-

pects. So the vicinity of the Imperial Castle is thronged



with civil and military officers, dressed in their glittering

uniforms, as well as by thousands of people in holiday

attire out to pay homage to the Emperor from outside

the gate, as befits their humble status, and incidentally to

see this procession of great personages going in and out

of the Imperial Palace. Sihohai is the first of numerous

New Year events which follow one after another in close

succession.

Hatu-hinode, or the First Sunrise. On the first of Jan-

uary people go to elevated spots to greet the first sunrise.

Early on the morning of the New Year, every orthodox

Japanese goes to a temple or shrine in the so-called

eho, that is a temple located in a certain direction deemed

lucky for the year.

Jan. 2. Hatuni, or the First Load.

All merchants and tradesmen observe the traditional

custom of hatuni ; auto trucks and carts and horses

loaded with the first delivery of the year, decked with

stripes of coloured cloth and flags, go through the streets

in a pageant-like manner.

Kakizome, or the Commencement of Writing. This

custom consists in writing maxims and proverbial phrases

taken from old authors. The work is done with a writing

brush and on a long piece of paper. The papers are

oflfered to gods—often pasted on a shelf dedicated to

them—in belief that the offering will invoke divine help

in improving one's calligraphy.

Hatuyume, or the First Dream. Some old-fashioned

people stick to an old custom of hatuyume, so when they go

to bed, they put under their pillow a sheet of paper, on
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which is usually drawn a picture of takara-hine or a

treasure ship and on which is written a poem.

Jan. 3. Gensisai.

On this day the founding of the Imperial family is

celebrated at the Sanctuary, His Majesty the Emperor him-

self officiating at the august ceremony.

Jan. 4. Seizi-Hazime, or the Formal Resumption of the

Work of Government.

His Majesty the Emperor summons his Cabinet Ministers

and other Government officials, trom whom he receives

reports on various aflFairs of State.

Jan. 5. Sinnen-Enkai, or the New Year's Banquet.

A great New Year's state banquet is held in the Imperial

Palace, to which all the high officials and foreign diplom-

atic representatives are invited.

Jan. 6. Dezome-siki, or the Firemen's Demonstration.

The famous New Year's parade of fire brigades takes

place in front of the Imperial Palace and is inspected

by the Chief of the Metropolitan Police Bureau. After

the parade and fire exercises, some of the agile firemen

perform acrobatic tricks at the cop of bamboo ladders.

Similar performances are held all over Japan.

Jan. 6 (or thereabout). Kan-mairi.

For thirty days beginning about this day, many appren-

tices, carpenters, masons and the like, clad in thin, white

garments may, be seen running through the streets in
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the evening, ringing bells and muttering rokkon-sybzyo as

they hasten to the temple of their choice. On arriving

there the pilgrims strip off their clothes and pour bucket-

fuls of cold water on their nude body, offering ardent

prayers to the god, invoking his aid for the success in their

career. This vigorous pilgrimage also serves to develope

one's physical strength.

Jan. 7. Nanakusa, or the Seven-herb Ceremony.

The Festival of Nanakusa or the seven herbs, takes us

back to old Japan. The custom of eating rice gruel

cooked with seven herbs (Parsley, Shephered's Purse,

Cudweed, Chickweed, Buddha's Throne, Chinese-Rape,

and Radish) is dying out. Of Chinese origin, the custom

at one time was observed with great ceremony and had

zodiacal implications. Its purpose is to ward off evil

spirits and sickness during the new year.

Jan. 8. Rikugun-hazime, or the First Military Review.

This is held on the Yoyogi Parade Ground, Tokyo,

when the Emperor reviews the representative units of the

Japanese Army.

Jan. 10 (or thereabout). Exhibition of " Sumo ", or

Japanese Wrestling, commences.

No foreigner will want to miss an exhibition of Sumo

—Japan's one thousand and nine hundred year old art

of wrestling. In Tokyo, it may be viewed for thirteen

days starting on some day about the 10 th of January.

The original eighteenth century site of the Eko-in Temple

in Tokyo is still the main centre of this sport though



Playing battledore and shuttlecock (above), and the Firemen's

New Year Demonstration



HATU-MODE or the first worship (above), and the Spring

SUMO (Wrestling) Tournament



the actual matches are now held at the mammoth Kokugi-

kan Wrestling Amphitheatre adjoining the temple. Origi-

nally, the be-cushioned fighters waged their classic warfare

in the courtyard of the Temple. Such outside sumo rings

are still adjuncts of hundreds of temples in Japan.

Jan. 10. Zyudo Exhibition.

The " Kodokan," the famous zyuzyutu training school

of Tokyo, kept by Prof. Kano, gives its New Year exhi-

bition of the " gentle " art.

Festivals of Ebisu. A famous festival takes place at

the Ebisu Shrine in Kenninzi Temple, Ky5to. Ebisu is

one of the sev^n Deities of Luck and very popular among

the merchant class. Other important Ebisu festivals are

held at the Ebisu Shrine at Imamiya, Osaka, and at Nisi-

nomiya between Kobe and Osaka, on the evenings of

January 9 and 10.

Jan. 16. Hatu-Enma (First Enma Day) and Yabuiri

(Apprentices' Holiday).

Enma is the Indian God Yama, who is supposed to issue

on this day a general amnesty to those poor souls in the

Buddhist hell where Yama reigns supreme. From the Edo

Period it has been the custom among shop-keepers to

give their employees and apprentices a special holiday

known as yabuiri on this day. All amusement quarters,

such as Asakusa, Sinzyuku, etc., are crowded with these

young boys and girls who seek a day's pleasure in visiting

theatres, cinema shows and restaurants. They also call on

their parents, taking with them some trifling present, and

many go to worship at the Enma temples to oflfer a few
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pennies to the image of the Lord of Hell.

Jan. 21. Hatu Daisi, or the First Daisi.

A festival in commemoration of Kobo Daisi, founder

of the Singon Sect of Buddhism, is held in T6ky5 and

its neighbourhood. The Kawasaki Daisi at Kawasaki is

especially famous and attracts immense crov/d of devotees.

The street leading to the temple from the Kawasaki Station

presents a picturesque scene reminiscent of the old Edo

Period. All temples of the Singon Sect hold similar

festivals.

Jan. 25. Hatu Tenzin (First Festival of Tenzin) and

Uso-kae (Exchange of Bullfinches).

All Tenzin shrines in the country hold their first festival

of the year. The most noted one in the capital is located

at Kameido, where the Usokae ritual takes place. This

observance is believed to bring happiness and prosperity

to the participants and emancipate them from all the bad

luck otherwise in store for them during the year. The

devotees buy artificial birds sold near the shrine quarters

and exchange them for those given by the shrine priests.

Jan. 28. Hatu Hudo, or the First Hudo.

Hudo is the Indian God Achala, and greatly worshipped

by the people. Devotees of the Hudo temples all over

Japan celebrate the coming of the " great cold " by holding

fairs on this day. The more zealous devotees parade in

scant white clothing, or pray while standing beneath icy

fountains during the period of the " great cold." In

Tokyo, devotees of the latter type may be seen at the



— 9 —

Megufo Hudo Temple. The Narita Temple in Tiba Pre-

fecture is the main temple of the sect.

O-uta Hazitne. During the month the Imperial House-

hold Department holds the 0-uta-Kai or the Imperial Poem
Party, which is attended by T. I. M. the Emperor and

Empress and members of the Imperial Family. The date

is not fixed ; it is set each year by the Imperial Household

Department. On this occasion the Japanese poems in 31

syllables composed by members of the Imperial Family and

dignitaries of the Department, as well as those poems

selected from the hundreds of thousands submitted by the

people are read, and the best are given honourable mention

and published.



FEBRUARY

Although in northern Japan and Hokkaido winter

sports are in full swing throughout February, a bit

of spring atmosphere is felt in the warmer parts of

the country as early as the middle of this month,

when the plum, the harbinger of spring, begins to

bloom. The plum continues to bloom till the end

of March, although it varies slightly according to

the locality.

Tourists visiting Japan in this season are advised

not to miss a visit to some orchards noted for their

abundance of plum trees, which are found in many

places. Among them Atami, Tokiwa Park in Mito,

Kuzi, Yosino, Ogose (near Tokyo), Tukigase, Minabe,

Tazu, Aotani, Ano (near Kyoto and Osaka), Kitano

Shrine in Kyoto and Dazaihu in Kyusyu are best

known.

To the Japanese, the plum blossom means courage

and purity, as it often challenges the cold blasts of

winter, and bravely sends forth its delicate white

blossom. It also is one of the trio of good omens,

the others being the pine and bamboo, which,

grouped together, are used on the occasion of a

happy event.

During this month, the setubun or bean-throwing



A plum-t^rt>vc (Sankci-cn Park, Yokohama), and the Kigensetu

celebration in the country



A foreign resident " throwing beans " in his house (above),

and the Itukusima Shrine, Miyazima
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ceremony, the lighting of the stone lanterns of

Kasuga Shrine in Nara, and the firing of grass on

Mt. Mikasa, Nara, and other events take place.

In some of the rural districts, the New Year is

celebrated according to the old or lunar calendar

Decorations made at this time both inside and outside

of a house are generally like those in the big cities

But in rural districts there are various other rustic

events associated with the New Year, which will

aflford the tourist an unexpected pleasure and delight

February is also marked by the sale of Girl's

Festival dolls, though the actual celebration does

not take place until March. At large department

stores, shoppers are attracted by the beautiful displays.

Some are tiny dolls painted in simple bright colours,

while larger ones are of most carefully selected ma-

terials and superb workmanship. The Zikken-dana

district in Tokyo has long been famous for its

display of dolls of good craftsmanship.

Feb. 3 or 4. Mame-maki, or the Bean Throwing Ceremony.

According to the lunar calendar, the festival of Setubun,

or division of seasons, marks the last day of winter. It is

also thought to be a day of great change in the lives of

people of certain ages. But more important, the Setubun

is the day on which the ceremony of Mame-maki is per-

formed. It is a traditional and peculiar ceremony. The

people in the house scatter parched beans in and out of

the house loudly shouting " Hnkii wa uti, Oni wa soto /
"
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(" Fortune in. Devils out
!

"), thus calling in the year's

fortune and driving out any probable misfortune from the

household. The custom has recently been observed at

many temples and shrines on a large scale, and wrestlers

and actors of great popularity usually act as bean throwers.

Lighting of the Stone Lanterns of the Kasuga Shrine

in Nara. The Kasuga Shrine is famous not only for its

beautiful structure, but for the immense number of lanterns

it possesses. There are altogether 2,832 lanterns, of which

1800 are of stone, 29 are of wood and standing in the

shrine precincts, while the remaining 1003 are of bronze

and hanging from the eaves of the buildings. These

lanterns are ofiferings from devotees to the deities en-

shrined, and some of them date as far back as the 3 rd

year of Genkyo (1323 A.D.). Inscriptions on lanterns bear

such words as ' For fortune in arms and prosperity in

ofifspring ' or ' For peace in this world and ease in the

future,' etc.

On the night of Setubun, the lanterns are all lighted.

The illumination of the lanterns produces a most pic-

turesque spectacle, their light being thrown upon the

bright painted buildings and sombre trees.

In the first part of the month.

Tosikosi-sai at the Itukusima Shrine. On Jan. 6 by the

lunar calendar (which usually falls on one of the first days

in February), the Itukusima Shrine, reached from Miyazima

Station by ferry, holds its Tosikosi Festival, and those

people who worship at this shrine on this day are said to

be lucky throughout the year. This place, one of the

scenic trio of Japan, is famous for a gigantic torii ^3.3 feet
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high and 38.6 feet wide, standing on the beach. The
Shrine is dedicated to the three daughters of Prince

Susano-o and is of very ancient origin. The buildings

stretch over the sea on both sides of the Shrine, so that

when the tide is coming in the whole edifice seems to

be floating on the surface of sea. The shrine buildings

were lavishly planned by Taira-no-Kiyomori, the head of

the Taira clan, in the twelfth century.

In the first part of the month.

Hatu-uma, or the First Horse Day. On the first day of

uma (horse) of this month (which may fall on any one

of the first twelve days), Inari shrines all over the country

hold their first festival of the year. The Japanese still

retain an ancient custom of dividing days into groups of

twelve, namely the days of the Mouse, Ox, Tiger, Rabbit,

Dragon, Snake, Horse, Sheep, Monkey, Cock, Dog and

Boar. After the day of the Boar, that of the Mouse

returns. It is recorded that the very first festival of the

Husimi Inari, the head shrine of Inari, was held on 9 th

of February in the fourth year of Wado, which happened

to be the first day of the Horse of the month. In later

years it became customary to hold the annual festival, not

on 9th but on the first day of the Horse in February.

Thousands of townspeople, young and old, come to wor-

ship at these shrines, where youngsters gather from early

morning and noisily beat big drums in their merriment.

In local villages the compound of the shrine is decked on

both sides with numerous red-painted torii, and in front

of the shrine are the fox-shaped stone statues dedicated

to the deity. The most noted are the Husimi Inari Shrine
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near Kyoto, and the Anamori Shrine near Tokyo.

Feb. 8. Hari-Kuyo, or the Mass for Needles.

This is held at certain girls' schools in Tokyo and else-

where. It consists in dedicating broken needles to Awasi-

ma-Myozin, the patron god of women' On the day of the

festival, sewing of all kinds is suspended. The motive of

the function is to mourn for the maimed needles, which

have been of so much service to the users, and also to

give a day of rest to the needles in use. A Kjty'o

is a mass for the repose of the departed, but the Japanese

have extended this custom to lifeless things such as dolls,

needles, etc. which enrich their life or by which they make

their living.

Feb. 11. Kigensetu.

Kigemetu, or Anniversary of the Coronation of the First

Emperor Zinmu, is observed on this day by the Imperial

Family and the people of the nation as one of the four

great National Holidays. On this day, the Kenkoku-sai

is held in commemoration of the founding of the Imperial

Regime of Japan. The whole nation worships at shrines

in respective districts in order to cultivate the national

spirit.

Firing of Grass on Mt. Mikasa. It is an annual

custom to set Mt. Mikasa in Nara afire, in order to give

nourishment to the roots of the new grass which will

sprout in the coming spring. Mt. Mikasa is a round

hiJl standing to the north of Kasugayama near Nara Park.

The grass-burning had a queer origin. The boundary line

of the Todaizi Temple and the Kohukuzi Temple areas
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lay on the hill and there were many quarrels over its

location. Finally to settle the matter and to destroy any

traces of the boundary, the grass was ordered to be burned

regularly every year.

Feb. 15. Nehan-e, or Nirvana.

Nehan-e is the ceremony held at all Buddhist tem-

ples in Japan on this day in memory of Syaka-muni,

the founder of Buddhism, who died on this day at the

age of seventy-nine. The image of the dying Buddha,

called the Nehan-zo, is decorated at the temples at

this memorial service. Nehan-e comes from Nirvana.

" E " means meeting or service. Although Nirvana may

mean eternity, it is now used to imply the death of Buddha.

Feb. 17. Kinensai, or the Ceremony of Supplication

for Good Harvest.

On this day, an Imperial Messenger is sent to the Great

Shrines of Ise to pray for plenteous harvests.

In Tyosen (Korea)

In the early part of February (Jan. 1 st by the lunar

calendar)

The New Year's Day is the most important day of the

year. On this day the whole family rises early, and, after

a formal meal, go and worship at the shrine in which the

memorial tablets of their ancestors are kept. Between the

1st and the 15 th of the month, everybody puts on brand

new clothes, and exchanges New Year's greetings. It is

customary, at this time of the year, for the grown-ups to

give money or food to the children from whom they in
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turn receive greetings.

Middle of February (Jan. 15 th by the lunar calendar).

In the morning of this day, the Koreans make it a

custom to crunch chestnuts, plums and other titbits. In

the evening, they go up to high places carrying torches

and wait for the rise of the moon. It is believed that

the person who sees the moon first will have more luck

during the year than anybody else. At night they walk

over bridges in a belief that by doing so they can ward

off foot deseases throughout the year.

In Taiwan {Formosa)

In the early part of February (Jan. 1 st by the lunar

calendar)

In early hours of the morning of the New Year's Day,

firecrackers are set off at each house. Inside the house

they burn incense, and welcome in the New Year reve-

rently.

Middle of the month (Jan. 15 th by the lunar calendar).

This is the day of Zyogen. In the evening, revolving

lanterns are put up at each house. Many people go out

in a procession, each carrying a lighted paper lantern.

When viewed from a distance, this procession looks like

an enormous golden dragon.



MARCH

We are now in the best time of the year. The

austere plum gives way to the luxuriant peach and

cherry. The natives have a common saying ;
" Sa-

musa mo Atusa mo Higan made " (No matter how
much one may complain of cold and heat of the

season, it is only up to the time of Higan). The

first Higan period (equinoctial week) which falls

in the latter part of March, divides winter from the

spring, while the second period, which commences

in the latter part of September, draws a line between

the summer and the autumn.

People go out into the fields or along river banks

for tumikma or the gathering of greens. It is

one of the delightful pastimes for children at this

time of the year. The greens that are usually

gathered are mugwort, dandelion, horsetail, flower-

ing fern and the like.

The shrines celebrate the coming of the new

life to nature. Beginning in the early part of this

month, and lasting for a little over two weeks, the

dainty geisya of Horie in Osaka perform a spring

dance known as the Konohana Odori.

The most important event of the month is the

Girl's Doll Festival, which is celebrated in all parts
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of Japan.

In northern districts and Hokkaido, one can still

enjoy winter sports, skiing and skating, but, not-

withstanding this fact, the cherry begins to bloom

in the southern districts in the latter part of this

month.

March 3. Hina Maturi, or the Girl's Doll Festival.

Although a very ancient custom, the Doll Festival did

not become a national institution in the true sense of the

term till the second quarter of the 1 8 th century. These

dolls are not the everyday dolls with which children play,

but ceremonial dolls, often family heirlooms, many of

them having been handed down from generation to ge-

neration. Usually a set consists of at least fifteen dolls,

the Prince, the Princess, three maids of honour, five

musicians, a pair of guardsmen and three footmen.

According to the usage now generally followed, they are

arranged either on five or seven shelves one above the

other. These dolls are attired as members of the Imperial

CouK used to be in olden times, and their costumes are

not unlike those used at the present time on certain cere-

monial occasions.

Wherever space permits there is placed a dainty assort-

ment of offerings, and to add a colourful touch, a tiny

cherry-tree and a tiny orange-tree, both in full bloom,

are placed on the lowest shelf.

The Doll Festival is never complete without " white

sake." It is provided not only for the benefit of the

dolls, but also for the members of the family and visitors
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The Annual Festival of the Kasuga Shrine, Nara (above),

and the Spring Horse Racing, Tokyo
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who take part in the day's celebration. For children it is

portioned out in small and harmless quantities

Many interpretations are given to the festival. Families

observe it to encourage filial piety, ancestor worship, and

loyalty ; but above all else, to express parental love for

the children, their joy and pride in them, and their desire

to please them.

The Doll Festival is often called " Peach Blossom Fes-

tival." When the lunar calendar was in general use, the

third , month brought the blooming of peach blossoms

—

hence this name. But peach blossoms, because of their

light pink tint, are associated with maidenhood, and the old

name of " Peach Blossom Festival " persists for this joyous

March day for girls. The peach blossoms symbolize the

feminine characteristics of gentleness, sweetness and peace-

fulness.

March 6. Tifcyu-setu, or the Empress's Birthday.

All the girls' schools and primary schools in the Empire

celebrate the Empress's Birthday, known as Tikyii-setu which

means " Long live the Empress as long as the Earth

lasts."

March 10-24. Konohana Odori.

This typical Japanese posture dance, which is performed

by the geisya girls of Horie, Osaka, is getting more and

more popular every year vying with the Miyako Odori (or

Cherry Dance) in Kyoto, Aznma Odori in Tokyo and Naniwa

and Asibe Odori in Osaka, all of which are held in. the fol-

low^ing month.
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March 12. Torch-burning Ceremony at the Todaizi

Temple in Nara.

At the Nigatu-do or " February Hall " of the Todaizi

Temple, a Buddhist festival known as Syuni-e takes place

on the 1 st and continues until the 14 th. At midnight

on the 12 th, the mystical Sinto ceremony of Taimatu-siki is

performed amid the glaring light of pine-tree torches.

March 13. Annual Festival of the Kasuga Shrine.

The annual spring festival of the Kasuga Shrine at Nara

takes place on this day. Led by an Imperial Messenger

sent especially for the occasion, the procession, which is

made up of various attendants and priests all clad in ancient

ceremonial robes, proceeds through beautiful Nara Park,

re-creating a scene from some antique Japanese scroll-

painting.

March 18-24 or 19-25. Higan, or the Equinoctial

Week.

This is a period of special worship for all Buddhists.

Those who are able, visit the graves of their ancestors.

They also visit the various temples of Amida Buddha.

Edible presents are exchanged.

The most famous temples frequently visited during this

period are : Sitennozi Temple (Osaka), Higasi (east) and

Nisi (west) Honganzi Temples, Tozi Temple, Tion-in

Temple, and Kiyomizu-dera Temple in Kyoto. The H5-

ryUzi Temple near Nara is most famous for its Higan

celebration which takes place on the middle day of the

week. It is the oldest Buddhist Temple in Japan with

over 1300 years of history behind it.
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March 21 or 22. Syunki-Korei-sai, or the Spring

Imperial Ancestors-worship.

The Imperial Family acknowledges the coming of spring

by taking part in a solemn ceremony at the Imperial

Sanctuary. The Emperor despatches special messengers on

this occasion to the Ise Shrines and elsewhere. This day,

which is called Syunki-Korei-sai , comes in the middle of

the Hi^an week, and is a national holiday.

March 21. Daisi-mode Pilgrimage.

The members of the Singon sect of Buddhism set aside

this day for special worship and celebration. Noteworthy

festivals are held at the Daisi temples in Ueno Park,

Nisiarai, and Kawasaki, near Tokyo. The celebration at

the Tozi Temple in Ky5to is also worth seeing.

Also in this month, the spring horse-racing commences.

Race-courses are found in many sections of Japan. The

well-known race-courses are the Tokyo, Nippon, and

Nakayama Race-Courses near Tokyo and Yokohama,

Hansin and Kyoto in the Kansai district, Kokura and

Miyazaki in Kyusyu, Hukusima and Niigata in the northern

Japan, and Hakodate and Sapporo in Hokkaido. Addmis-

sion fees vary from ¥ 0.50 to ¥ 5.

The spring horse racing usually begins in March and

continues till May.



APRIL

Spring in all countries is charming. In Japan,

warm, congenial weather prevails throughout the

month of April. Even a rainy day in this month

is so attractive to the poetically-minded that every

object seen through the misty rain provides them

with some theme for poetry. Cherry blossoms burst

into bloom everywhere in the country. It is a sea.

son of jollity in Japan, when old and young all go

out to floral resorts to enjoy themselves in merry-

making to their hearts' content. The most famed

places for cherry blossoms are Arasiyama, Heian

Shrine and Maruyama Park in Kyoto, Yosino near

Nara, Asuka-yama, Ueno Park, Koganei, Arakawa,

Inada and Kumagaya banks, etc., in and around

Tokyo and Sanri-zuka in Tiba Prefecture. Thus,

those who wish to see Japan bathed in all the

glory of her sakura (cherry) blossoms, should time

their arrival well. Yet it is not so difficult as it

may at first seem, since from one end of Japan ro

the other the visitor may travel and see the cherry,

for beginning in the south, the cherry blooms later

and later as one goes north.

The wisteria begins to display its purple splendour

in April, but in May it is at the height of its glory.
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A cherry avenue along a river (above), and girls feeding

silk-worms with mulberry-leaves



xVIIYAKO-ODORI, or the Cherry Dance held in Kyoto (above),

and the Floral Festival
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The academical year, whether primary school,

middle school, or university, begins in April. The

fiscal year of the governmental departments also

begins with this month.

Starting about the middle of April and lasting a

little over a month, the spring intercollegiate base-

ball matches are held at the Meizi Shrine Baseball

Ground amid the great enthusiasm of the people

of Tokyo.

At many shrines and temples, festivals also take

place ; among them, that of Hirano Shrine in Kyoto,

and of Katori Shrine in Tiba Prefecture, etc., are

most popular.

The spring neap-tide draws hundreds of people

on warm and sunny days to the beaches for shell

hunting. Small fish who have been stranded by

the receding tide are also caught.

One of the most spectacular and lively sights is

the Tai-ami (Sea-bream netting) at Tomo in the

Inland Sea which may be witnessed between the

latter part of April and the early part of May. They

net from the boats far out on the sea. It is indeed

thrilling to see bronzed fishermen casting nets in

perfect rhythm and drawing in hundreds of glitter-

ing, leaping, sea-breams in such a short time. Vis-

itors gather at this place to watch this manly

display.

In Japan, silkworms are hatched successively from
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Spring to the end of summer. The silkworm takes

about a month to grow and then begins to spin a

cocoon. In April, the first of the silkworms are

hatched, and young girls in silk-spinning districts

are seen busily picking mulberry-leaves, the only

food on which the worms are fed.

During this month, the famous Miyako-Odori or

Cherry dance, the characteristic ballet of Kyoto, is

given at Gion, adding greatly to the gay life of the

well-known surrounding pleasure quarters. Corres-

ponding to the Miyako-Odori in Kyoto, Tokyo has

the Aztima Odori and Osaka the Naniwa and Asibe

Odori.

The sale of dolls and equipment for the Boy's

Festival, which takes place on the 5 th of May,

begins in April. They are displayed, in a manner

similar to the Girl's Festival dolls, in department

stores and toy-shops.

As April is favoured, not only by natural attrac-

tions, but also by many gay, interesting functions

and festivals, many foreign tourists choose this

month in which to make their visit to Japan. In

order to make the visitors' stay as enjoyable as

possible, the Kanko-sai or the Tourist Festival is

held all over the country with the object of improv-

ing facilities for tourists.
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April 1. Cherry Dances.

The Cherry dances begin on or about the first of the

month and last for several weeks. These dances, per-

formed by selected geisya, are called the Miyako Odori in

Kyoto, the Naniiva and Asibe Odori m Osaka, and the

Azuma Odori in Tokyo.

April 1. Frescos of the Horyuzi Temple, near Nara,

shown.

From this date until May 15, the mural-paintings which

adorn the walls of the Main Hall of the temple, are open

for the inspection of the general public. The Horyuzi

Temple is the oldest existing Buddhist temple in Japan,

having been founded by Syotoku Taisi in 586-589 A.D.

Many pictures are retained as national treasures.

April 1—5. Spa Festival in Beppu.

A spa festival is held in the famous hot spring town

of Beppu in Kyusyu. All the townspeople gather under

the cherry-trees which are in full bloom, and spend a day

in merry-making and dancing in token of their gratitude

to nature for providing them with abundant hot springs.

April 2. Festival of the Matu-no-o Shrine, Kyoto.

This great national shrine in the western part of the

city holds its famous festival. About half a dozen sacred

palanquin cars and floats parade through the streets. For a

part of their journey they are carried by boat down a stream.

Festival of the Hirano Shrine, Kyoto. This shrine holds

its annual festival on this day. The festival attracts many

visitors from the neighbouring cities. Within the precincts
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of the shrine grow many old cherry trees, of which there

are some 80 species.

April 3. Zintnu Tenno Sai.

A national holiday, Zinmu Terjto Sai is held on this

day in commemoration of the demise of the first Emperor

Zinmu Tenno.

April 6. Gisi Maturi, or the Festival of the Sengakuzi

Temple, Tokyo.

This is the day which commemorates the seppuku

or harakiri of the 47 Ronin (or " knights errant ")

who finished their life's task by slaying their feudal lord's

great enemy. The commemoration service takes place

every day for 30 days at Sengakuzi Temple, Siba, Tokyo.

April 8. Hana Maturi, or the Floral Festival.

The festival is celebrated at all Buddhist temples or

organizations in Japan in commemoration of the birthday

of Buddha. The ceremony of Kanbutu-e (or Baptizing

Ceremony of Buddha) is held at the temples where

sweet tea is poured from tiny ladles over a small statue

of the infant Buddha, as an expression of devotion, and

the tea is drunk. The most elaborate Kanbutu-e in T6kyo

is held at the Asakusa Temple. In Tokyo, thousands of

young children, in gala dress and each carrying flowers,

assemble in Hibiya Park, where dances are held in honour

of Buddha.

The first or second Sunday of the month.

Sensyoku Maturi, or the Textile Festival, KyotO'
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Recently Kyoto has added another interesting festival called

Semyoku-Maturi, or the Textile Festival. This festival owes

the motive of its celebration to the face that Kyoto has

been a centre of Japanese textile industry from olden times

and is a famous and prosperous city especially because of

her excellent dyeing and weaving of fabrics.

The festival is performed with solemn rites in honour

of the Gods and Goddesses of weaving for the further

prosperity of the textile industry in this city. The pro-

cession of the festival is composed of women dressed in

beautiful costumes characteristic of different historical

periods, and is most artistic and picturesque.

April 10. Games of Kite Fighting, Nagasaki.

Kite flying is a favourite outdoor pastime among boys,

and the people of Nagasaki boast of a game of kite

fighting which is held on Mt. Konpira, on April 10, on

Mt. Kazagasira on April 15 and 25, at Siro-no-Kosi on

April 21, and on To-Hakkei Hill on April 28 and 29-

Interest in viewing the kite fighting is aroused when

many participants in the game are engaged in manoeuver-

ing their kites to fly high up in the sky, competing with

one another, at the same time skilfully trying to cause

the opponents' kites to fall. The upper part of the

string attached to the kite is coated with powdered

glass so that when that part rubs against the string of the

opponent's kite the latter is cut and the kite drifts away.

Kite-flying at Atugi and Hosibara near Tokyo, and Muya

in Tokusima Prefecture and in many other places is also

worth watching, and draws many spectators every year
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April 11. Hana-esiki of Yosino near Nara.

The cherry-blossom festival of Yosino takes place, and

draws many people from for and wide.

April 14. Festival of the Katori Shrine in Tiba Prefecture.

This most venerated and famous shrine in Katori-mati,

holds its annual festival. Every twelve years a most

striking Sinto festival takes place.

Festival of the Hie Shrine, near Otu in Siga Prefecture.

The festival of this shrine, which is sometimes called

Sanno-sama, is held in a most enthusiastic manner. Many

of the shrine buildings are now kept intact as national

treasures.

April 14—15. Sanno Maturi, or the Festival of the Hie

Shrine, Takayama, near Gihu.

In honour of this shrine, the famous Sannb Maturi is

held annually on these two days. The parade of high,

wheeled floats used on this occasion make the festival

especially conspicuous among kindred annual events in

Japan.

April 15. Syotoku Taisi Sai.

It is the commemoration day for Prince Syotoku, who
was the Constantine of Japanese Buddhism when the

religion was first introduced from China during the 6 th

century.

Annual Festival of the Heian Shrine in Kyoto.

This ancient shrine, dedicated to Emperor Kanmu, holds

its annual festival on this day. It is in Okazaki Mati in
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Kyoto, and its Zidai Maturi held on October 22 is

regarded as one of the three largest festivals in Kyoto.

April 15. Festival of the Tatebe Shrine, Lake Biwa.

This festival is known for its beautiful procession of sacred

floats. Children mounted on horseback join the parade.

The shrine stands on the shore of Lake Biwa, the largest

freshwater lake in Japan. The spirit or Yamato-Takeru-

no-Mikoto is enshrined there. To make a sightseeing

cruise on the lake is a pleasure that visitors ought not

to miss.

Bell Striking at the Tion-in Temple, Kyoto. The big

bell at the Tion-in Temple is struck every day for ten

days. This temple is one of the largest in the ancient

city and is situated on high land which commands a fine

view of the town.

Spring festival of the Ahuri Shrine, Oyama. It takes

place at Oyama Mati, Kanagawa Prefecture. A famous

image of Achala is enshrined here. The festival continues

until the 24 th of this month.

Festival of the Ikuta Shrine, Kobe. This oldest shrine

in Kobe is famous for its many historical associations.

The citizens celebrate the festival with all the pomp of

olden times.

April 18. Festival of the Tosyogu, Tokyo.

The great festival of the Tosyogu is held at Ueno and Siba

in Toky5. The festival is in honour of Tokugawa leyasu,

founder of the Syogunate of this name. Two other famous

Tosydgu Shrines are in Nikko and Kunozan near Sizuoka.
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April 20. Kurohune Maturi, or the Black Ship Festival,

Simoda.

Simoda, a small sea-port town at the southern extremity

of the Izu Peninsula, near Tokyo, is noted as the place

where the first treaty between Japan and the United

States of America was concluded. Tlie names of Com-

modore Perry, and Townsend Harris who was then the

American Consul-General, are widely known among the

Japanese people. The Black Ship Festival is held on

April 20 th to celebrate the first treaty between the two

countries. In the pre-Meizi era, foreign ships were called

" black ship." Hence the name of the festival.

In the latter part of the month.

The Imperial Cherry Blossom Party, or the " Kan-6-

Gyokai." The party is held in the Imperial Garden at

Sinzyuku. Their Majesties, and the Princes and Princesses

of the Blood attend this Party to which high court officials,

foreign diplomats, members of the Diet, officers of the

army and navy and civil officials above a certain rank

are invited.

April 21

—

May 10. Mibu Kyogen, Kyoto.

The regular annual Dai Nenbutu is celebrated at the

Mibu Temple in Kyoto for twenty days beginning on

April 21. The program each day consists of a number

of pantomime farces originated by Enkaku Syonin, who,

some six hundred years ago, prayed at Hdryuzi that he

might find his mother from whom he had been separated

since infancy, and was told in a dream that if he would

put his prayers in the form of a peculiar sort of dancing,
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his wish would be fulfilled. The Mibu Kydgen was the

result, and through their virtue he met his mother. This

gives them a religious significance in the eyes of those

who annually crowd to watch them from the seats pre-

pared for spectators opposite the high stage on which they

are performed.

The program opens every day with the most famous

of the Kyogen (farces), Horoku Wari (plate breaking). In

it a drum-seller comes to the place where an official is

about to open a fair and, choosing a good location, lies

down to sleep. Soon a plate-seller comes along and tries

to get the better place for himself, whereupon a quarrel

ensues. The official plays the peacemaker, but in vain.

The plate-seller, temporarily victorious, stacks his plates on

the stage railing, but in the end the drum-seller pushes

them all oflf and breaks them to pieces in the temple yard.

It is said that throughout this horse-play, the actors in

their movements on the stage constantly weave an abbre-

viated character symbolizing the god Ziz5 Bosatu.

The plates used in the farce are given to the temple

each year at Setubun, the beginning of spring, by people

of unlucky ages. The fragments of the broken plates are

carried away by people who believe that they will protect

them against illness.

April 29. Tentyosetu, or the Emperor's Birthday.

Tentybsetu, which celebrates the birthday of the present

Emperor, is one of the four great National Holidays.

Officials, Japanese and foreign, call and pay their respects,

and there are formal celebrations throughout the country.
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April 30. Dontaku in Hakata, Kyusyfl.

This is a popular fete which goes on for two days, the

30 th of April and the 1 st of May, every year, and is

participated in by a large number of the citizens, without

regard to age and sex. It attracts large crowds of specta-

tors from neighbouring towns and villages. Fancy dress

processions, processions of geisya girls in theatrical make-

up, are to be met with everywhere in the city.

During the festival, everybody is welcome to any stran-

ger's home and may help himself to drinks and refresh-

ments that are ready for the caller's disposal.

Festival of the Yasukuni Shrine, Tokyo. The Yasukuni

Shrine on the Kudan Hill, in which are enshrined those

heroes and heroines who have laid down their lives for

the cause of the country, holds its spring festival on

April 30. On this day, the Imperial Messenger is sent by

T.I.M. the Emperor and Empress to worship at the

shrine, and a certain number of military and naval officers

and men also come to pay their respects to this most

venerated shrine.



The Textile Festival (above), and Flying a giant kite
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MAY

After cherry blossom time, the brighter and

pleasantly warmer month of May comes round with

its own peculiarities. Hills, woodlands, fields, gardens

and parks are clad in luxuriant green foliage. As

Japan is noted for her various species of trees and

shrubs, the verdure itself is a real attraction in early

summer. Moreover, all the parks and gardens are

visited by crowds of people, who come to see the

azalea, wisteria, peony, iris and other flowers of the

season in full bloom.

There are many famous places all over the country

for viewing these flowers, and, as many foreign

tourists are particularly interested in seeing these

Japanese-cultivated blooms, it will be well to men-

tion the noted places where they may be viewed.

There are a number of famous iris gardens in and

around Tokyo. Horikiri, a suburb of the city, en-

closes three private gardens : the Kotaka, Musasi

and Horikiri ; Yotugi, near Horikiri, is also famous

for the Yosinoen Garden ; also the Botanical Garden

at Koisikawa and the inner garden of the Meizi Shrine.

In the western district of Japan, one may visit such

places as Nisikamo, Saihozi Temple, Umeno-miya,

or Ayame-ike Playground, etc.
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Famous places for viewing wisteria are the Tenzin

Shrine at Kameido, Tokyo ; Kasukabe in Saitama

Prefecture ; the Huzinami Shrine in Toyama Prefec-

ture ; Nara Park, Nara and so on.

The Japanese azalea has recently become very

popular with western nations, and many varieties of

the flower have been shipped abroad. In Hibiya

Park, Tokyo, there are some good examples. At

the northern foot of Mt. Huzi, there is the " Tu-

tuziga-hara," where a vast number of wild azaleas

grow by the road-sides. Unzendake near Nagasaki,

the foot of Mt. Yatugatake, Mt. Kirisima and

Kurume in Kyusyu, and Tatebayasi and Mt. Akagi

in Gunma Prefecture are also famous for azalea.

Places noted for peonies are Suga-gawa on the

Tohoku main line, Hasedera in the Yamato district

and Taimazi in Wakayama Prefecture.

In the month of May the famous Boy's Festival,

Aoi Maturi, (the Festival of the Hollyhock) in

Kyoto, and the Kanda Festival in Tokyo take place

along with many others.

During May and June, the fishing season for ayu

(river trout) opens. The exact date, however, varies

according to districts and prefectures. The famous

cormorant fishing on the River Nagara near Nagoya

starts about the middle of this month and lasts

until October. In the Tokyo district, the fishing

season docs not open until the 1 st of June. In
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the Kanto district, the Rivers Tama and Sagami

are famous for ayu, while in the western parts of

Japan the River Nagara, River Ibo near Himezi,

River Yosino near Wakayama and River Oi near

Kyoto are particularly noted on account of the

excellence and abundance of this fish.

Also in this month, tea-picking begins. Young

girls merrily pick young tea-leaves while they sing

rustic tea-picking songs. Sizuoka district and Uzi,

near Kyoto, are most famous for the cultivation

of tea.

May 1-24. Kamogawa Odori.

The Kamogawa Odori is annually given by the geisyi

girls at Kaburenzyo, Kyoto. It consists of a series of

beautiful dances like the Miyako Odori or Cherry Dance

of that city, which is performed in April.

May 2. Buddhist Festival at the Todaizi Temple, near

Nara.

A gorgeous festival takes place at the Todaizi Temple

in commemoration of the demise of the Emperor Syomu,

the most devout Buddhist ruler of Japan, who founded

the temple over 1,000 years ago.

May 5. Tango-no-Sekku, or the Festival for Boys.

The Boy's Festival, also called the Festival of the Iris,

falls on this day. The origin of this celebration is lost

in antiquity, but the reference to the iris may date from

the day when Prince Hayanaga prayed before the Huzimori
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Shrine for protection against the Mongols. Iris were

flowering in the field on this fifth day of the fifth month.

The Mongols were defeated and it is said that the iris

became an omen of good luck in overcoming enemies.

Some of the main features of the festival are symbolical

in character. Iris is placed under the eaves of the house

roof to ward off evil. A bath containing chopped-up

iris leaves is indulged in by boys who wish to attain

courage and strength, for Sybbu, the Japanese word for

iris has the same sound as the word meaning " martial

ardour." The guests are served rice dumplings wrapped

in the leaves of reed, sasa, oak, or cherry, and rice-wine,

flavoured with iris, accompanies the cakes.

Another sign of the festival is the exhibition in the

homes of boys of famed me lieval knights and heroes as

well as legendary characters such as Momotaro, in the form

of miniature dolls. Ancient knights' armour, either in

paper copy, or the real thing, as well as bows, arrows,

and other equipment for war are also part of the display.

Outside the house, the presence of a male child is

publicized by the presence of Koi-fiobori or carp streamers.

They are made of either paper or cloth. Some of them

are over eight feet in length. One streamer is put up

for each son. The pole is topped by a charm to ward

off evil influences. The carp has been chosen because

that fish is noted for its Spartan-like courage and stoical

outlook. It is commonly knov/n that the carp does not

flinch when he sees death approaching.

May 5. Kanagasaki Shrine Festival, Turuga.

The Kanagasaki Shrine at Turuga, a town on the Japan
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Sea which is one of the main ports of trade with Vla-

divostok, holds its annual festival on this day. The

shrine, standing on an eminence, commands a beautiful

view of the town and the sea. It is dedicated to Princes

Takanaga and Tunenaga, the first and sixth sons of the

Emperor Godaigo (1319— 1330).

May 8. Festival of the Yakusi Temples.

The Yakusi temples throughout the country hold a

special festival called O-Kaityo. By this is meant a

revealing of the inner sanctuary of the shrine to the wor-

shippers. This " opening-of-the-door " day is also one

for Buddhist saint worship. Hundreds of pilgrims flock

to the temples, one of the most famous of which is Arai

in north-west Tokyo.

May 11. Cormorant Fishing on the River Nagara near

Gihu.

The cormorant fishing on this river, which is most

famous for its abundance of ayu, begins on this day and

lasts until October. At Gihu, it has been in practice for

more than ten centuries. It is conducted on dark nights,

as ayu are hard to attract to the surface on moonlit

nights. Each boat is provided with blazing torch-lights

and is manned by four men, the one installed at the bow

being the most important. He wears an ebosi, or antique

ceremonial headgear, and round his waist he has a skirt

made of grass, and handles as many as twelve cormorants

at one time with surprising skill.

Each cormorant wears a ring at the base of its neck in

order to prevent swallowed fish, except very small ones.
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from passing into the bird's stomach. The cormorants

when at work dive and duck with wonderful swiftness,

as the astonished fish come flocking towards the blaze of

light from the flaring torches. The master is kept ex-

tremely busy manoeuvering the twelve strings attached

to his cormorants. The whole procedure has a quaint

charm and presents a romantic sight when the boat floats

down the river lighted by torches which illuminate the

darkness.

Middle of May. Sumo (Japanese Classical Wrestling)

Tournament.

About the middle of the month, the great summer Sumo

tournament takes place at the Kokugikan Amphitheatre,

Tokyo, and lasts for 13 days.

May 13-15. Festival of the Kanda Myozin, Tokyo.

The Great Festival of the Kanda Mydzin is held on

this day. The shrine is one of the oldest in Japan, having

been founded as early as the middle of the 8 th century.

Sacred cars go through the main streets of Kanda ward

on this day of merriment.

May 14. Kuyo Ceremony at the Tozi Temple, Kyoto.

A kuyo is a day set aside at Buddhist temples for

the offering of food and prayers to the departed. Kayo

ceremonies are held for old needles, dolls, morning glo-

ries and innumerable objects besides people.

Mihune Maturi, near Kyoto. On or about this date,

the Mihune Festival is held on the river Oi near Arasiyama,

which is in tlie vicinity of Kyoto. This recently inau-
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gurated festival re-creates the atmosphere of the Heian

Era when the Emperor and his courtiers often went on

a pleasure trip to the Oi river to view the fine scenery of

Arasiyama. Gaily decorated boats such as those seen in

the ancient days again float down the river.

May 14-16. Festival of the Izumo Taisya, near Matue.

The festival of the Izumo Taisya, or the Great Shrine

of Izumo, takes place. The shrine is dedicated to Okuni-

nusino-Mikoto, who first subjugated this part of the island

and introduced medicine and taught sericulture and fishing.

The Sinto sport event, " Yabusame," classical archery, is

held on the 14 th.

May 15. Aoi Maturi or the Hollyhock Festival, Kyoto.

Of all the Sinto festivals annually held in Japan, the

Aoi Festival is certainly regarded as the most stately and

impressive. This renowned festival is yearly performed in

Kyoto with solemn rites on May 15 th in honour of the

two of the most important state shrines, the Kamigamo

(or Upper Kamo) Zinsya, and Simogamo (or Lower Kamo)

Zinsya.

This festival is recorded as having originated in the

reign of Emperor Kinmei (540-572).

In obedience to a divine oracle, both hollyhocks and

laurels are offered to the Gods on the festival day, and

at the same time the Kamo Shrines and all the utensils

used for the occasion are decorated with these leaves.

They are also worn by the Sinto priests and those who

take part in the festival. Hence the name Aoi or Holly-

hock. The procession is as magnificent as a picture-
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scroll and well worthy of being regarded as a national

treasure.

Early on the morning of the festival day, an Imperial

Messenger and the hundreds of men taking part in the

ceremony assemble at the appointed places in the Gosyo or

the Imperial Palace in Kyoto. Then they don the pic-

turesque costumes of olden times so as to be ready for

the parade. At about 8.30 a.m., the procession, consisting

of over three hundred participants, starts from the Imperial

Palace, goes through the Gisyumon Gate towards the

Simogamo Shrine, then proceeds to the Kamigamo Shrine

on the completion of the Sinto rites at the Simogamo

Shrine. At the Kamigamo Shrine, rites are performed in

almost the same manner as at the Simogamo Shrine. At

the conclusion of the ceremonies, the peerless procession

turns homeward to the Imperial Palace in the same order

as it came. Indeed the Aoi Festival is one of the most

outstanding sights in the whole country.

May 25. Festival of the Minatogawa Shrine, Kobe.

The festival of this shrine, in which the spirit of the

most loyal warrior, Kusunoki Masasige is enshrined, takes

place on this day. He and his son Masatura are revered

by the nation as the highest models of loyalty to the

Mikado's cause. A bronze statue representing Masasige

stands in the square in front of the Imperial Palace, Tokyo.

May 28. Kaityo, or Opening-of-the-door, of Hudo.

A kaityo for Hud5 temples all over Japan occurs on

this date. Devotees are thus enabled to view, at many

temples, the image of this god, Hudo or Achala,



Cormorant fishing on the River Nagara (above), and the Festival

of the Kanda Myozin, Tokyo



AOI MATURl or Hollyhock Festival, Kyoto (above), and the

Festival of the Minatogawa Shrine, Kobe
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who represents immovableness and unflinching strength.

Among the most famous Hudo temples are those of

Meguro in Tokyo, and Narita in Tiba Prefecture.

In Tybsen

In the early part of May (April 8 th by the lunar

calendar).

The 8 th of April is the birthday of Buddha. On this

day both men and women put on their new clothes

;

girls in particular are handsomely dressed. In the evening,

each house puts up a lighted paper lantern. Then people

go up to some high places and amuse themselves watching

the town which is bright with hundreds of lighted lanterns.



JUNE

About the middle of this month, the Nyuhai or

rainy season sets in and lasts about three or four

weeks. At this time farmers are busy transplanting

rice-seedlings in the paddy-fields. Rice being the

staple food of the people, it is universally cultivated,

and taue or rice transplanting, is considered an aus-

picious occasion. Whole families engage in the

work.

From about the latter part of the month, Ho-

taru-gari or firefly-catching begins, imparting a

picturesque touch to Japanese life.

June 1-2. Nikko Grand Festival.

The Tdsyogu Shrine at Nikk5 dedicated to Tokugawa

leyasu, holds its annual festival with all the pomp and

ceremony of ancient times. On the morning of the first

day, an Imperial Messenger in classical dress crosses the

Sacred Bridge conveying the annual gifts of the Emperor

to the Shrine, and in the afternoon, the ceremony of

transferring the Deities into the three sacred palanquins

takes place. The palanquins are then carried to the Hu-

tara-san Shrine, where all-night services are held.

The next day, the sacred palanquins are borne down

the mountain. The procession is made up of bands of

musicians, and of lay-men, dressed in all sorts of quaint

costumes, and wearing old masks, ancient armours, etc.
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Transplanting of rice-seedlings (above), and the Rice Planting

Festival of the Sumiyosi Shrine, Osaka



The Grand Festival of the Tosyogu Shrine, Nikko (above), and the

Bamboo Cutting Fete at the Kurama-dera Temple near Kyoto
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The route is eveiywhere lined by crowds of spectators.

The sacred palanquins finally reach Otabi-Syo (Place of

Sojourn), where sacred music is played, and a dance called

Azu7?ia Asobi Suruga-Mai is performed.

In October, the autumnal festival of this shrine is held.

Its ceremonies are similar to those of the June Grand

Festival, but they are conducted on a smaller scale.

June 2-3. The Port Festival of Yokohama.

It was in 1853 that Commodore Perry came to

Japan from the United States of America and conferred

with the Tokugawa Syogunate concerning the commercial

intercourse of the two countries. Five years later a com-

mercial treaty was concluded, and in the following year,

on June 2, 1859, the port of Yokohama was opened to

foreign trade for the first time. To commemorate this

day, the city of Yokohama holds an annual fancy dress

parade, and bazaars line the streets on June 2 nd and 3 rd.

On these two days, parks and streets are crowded with

merrymakers and onlookers.

June 3. Kuyo for Broken Dolls.

A Kuyo, or burial of broken dolls is held on this

day. At the Teikoku Elementary School in Tokyo a

Buddhist ceremony for worn-out dolls is held as part of

the educational program, and is attended by school children

and their mothers. The grave has been made with a

tombstone about one and a half feet high, bearing the

inscription :
" Dolls' Grave." Already several hundred

broken dolls have been buried there since the service was

first held in 1918.
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Early Part of June. Peiron, Nagasaki.

Peiroii is a boat race that is an annual event. It used

to be held on the fifth day of the fifth month by the

lunar calendar, that is to say, on the day of the Boy's Fes-

tival. But, for a long time, the date has been fixed on a

Sunday in the early part of June. The boats used in the

race are crafts of peculiar construction, suggestive of ancient

whaling boats. A dozen or more boats participate in the

race and each boat is manned by thirty or forty of the

sturdy youths of the city. The bowsprits of the crafts are

painted black while the bulwarks are vermilion and white.

The crafts crudely represent sprawling dragons. Banners

are hoisted on the bow, and amidship seats are occupied

by the musicians who beat gongs and drums as the crew

pulls on the oars along the Asahi-mati street which paral-

lels the western side of the Nagasaki Bay. The style of

the crafts and the mode of propelling them is strikingly

peculiar and apparently harks back to the days of Naga-

saki's early intercourse with southern China.

June 14. Rice Planting Festival in Osaka.

The Rice Planting Festival is held on this day at the

Sumiyosi Shrine near Osaka. Twenty young women plant-

ers ceremoniously plant rice-seedlings in the sacred paddy-

fields to the accompaniment of music and dancing. Im-

mense crowds gather to witness the ceremony.

June 15. Grand Festival of the Sapporo Shrine, Hokkaido.

The annual grand festival of this shrine takes place on

the 15 th of this month, and attracts thousands of visitors

from the city and its environs. The compound of this
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shrine is also noted for its cherry trees and skiing.

June 15. Festival of the Sanno or Hie Shrine, Tokyo.

The HieS hrine on the Sanno Hill holds a two day festival

called Sanno Sat, which is one of the great Sinto festivals

of Japan. The altars and sacred emblems are carried in

a procession around the district and through five T5ky5

wards. Miniature shrines are erected in front of residences

and stores so that blessing may fall on the occupants

from the god as he passes.

Birthday of St. Kobo. The birthday of this founder of

the Singon sect of Buddhism is celebrated by a great proces-

sion of priests at the Gokokuzi Temple in Koisikawa,

Tokyo. The occasion is a colourful scene with many

priests officiating, dressed in beautiful silk robe of different

colours, headed by the dignitaries of the sect.

June 17. Festival of the Itukusima Shrine, Miyazima.

The armual festival of this shrine is held on this day.

The prefectural governor pays an official visit.

June 20. Bamboo Cutting Fete, Kyoto.

This fete takes place at the Kurama-dera Temple on

Kurama-yama, a well known mountain in the north of

Ky5to.

June 21. Festival of the Atuta Zingu, Nagoya.

The annual festival of the Atuta Zingu is held on this

day. The Atuta Zingu, one of the most important Sinto

shrines in the country, was originally founded some time in
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the second century, but the present buildings date from

1893 and are patterned after those of Ise. The sacredness

with which the shrine is regarded is due to the enshrine-

ment there of the Kiisanagino-Tiirugi, or Sacred Sword,

which, with the Mirror at the Great Shrines of Ise and

the Jewel at the Imperial Palace, constitutes the Imperial

Regalia of Japan.

/;z Tyosen

In the early part of June (May 5 th by the lunar

calendar).

On this day, the children of Tydsen wash their faces

and hair with hot water in which iris leaves have been

dipped, and put on new clothes. The girls wear orna-

mental hairpins made of the root of iris. It is believed

that by doing so they can ward off desease. Rice-cakes

are made and offered to the spirits of the ancestors.

In Taiwan

In the early part of the month (May 5 th by the lunar

calendar).

The day is called Tan-yo-setu, and corresponds to the

Boy's Festival. The ceremonies are more or less similar

to those observed on May 5 th in Japan proper. One
of the peculiar attraction in the " Peiron," a type of boat

race, similar to that held at Nagasaki at about the same

time.



The Festival of the Atuta Shrine. Nagoya



The BON Dance (above), and the sale of lanterns

for the BON Festival



JULY

When the rainy season is over, the joyful song

of the semi or cicada hails the coming of summer.

It is not yet so warm as in the succeeding month

of August, but those who wish to avoid the heat

of the cities resort to the seaside or mountains

towards the end of July, when many schools and

colleges are closed for the summer vacation. Moun-

taineering and camping have, in recent times, become

very popular with the natives, and Mt. Huzi, the

Japan Alps, the Japan Rhine Ranges and other noted

mountains, from the northern district of Hokkaido

down to Mt. Aso in Kyusyu, are the favourite

objectives of many climbers in summer. The bathers

depart for such places as Matusima, Kamakura and

Zusi in the eastern districts, Suma, Maiko, Sumiyosi

and Miyazima in the western districts, Karatu and

Kazusa in Kyusyu and hundreds of other resorts.

July is a busy and profitable month for shop

keepers and theatrical producers of Japan. Mid-year

bargain days called Tyugen-Uridasi usually com-

mence on the first of this month at department

stores and other shops. During the first part of

the month, people interchange Mid-Year gifts with

relatives and friends in token of gratitude for their
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friendship. Theatres stage the so-called Bon Kyogen,

or the " Plays at the Feast of Lanterns."

During the month, many festivals take place,

among them, the Gion Maturi in Kyoto and the

Tenzin Maturi in Osaka are the most conspicuous.

In the country districts, the Bo7t Odori, an out-

door folk dance, is much enjoyed at night by the

young folks. Although this dance has a rather

monotonous rhythm and slow tempo, its picturesque

movements, accompanied by colourful local ballads,

make it so typically Japanese that it should not be

missed.

The Oriental Cultural Summer College of T6ky5

and Kyoto opens on the first Monday after July

4 th. The lectures are given in English, and for

the benefit of foreigners who wish to know more

of Japan, trips supplement the discussions. The

sessions are often held at the Imperial University.

July 1. Official Climbing Season Opens.

The official climbing season opens at Mt. Huzi, and

in the Northern and Southern Japan Alps, also many

bathing resorts formally open for the season on this date.

July 7. Tanabata Maturi, or the Star Festival.

On the seventh day of the seventh month is the long-

established festival of Tanabata. The story behind this

fiSte somewhat resembles that of a Greek myth : the star

Vega in Lyra, in order to meet her husband, the star



Mountain-climbing among the Japan Alps (above), and the

BON Dance in the Kiso district



The GION Festival, Kyoto
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Altair in Aquila, once a year, a time which falls on the

evening of the seventh day of the seventh month, is

supposed to go across the Milky Way in the heavens. In

celebration of the festival, the natives put up newly-cut

leafy bamboo in front of their domiciles. On these

branches are hung strips of paper of five colours with

Japanese poems written on them. Near the decoration is

set a small table with dishes containing green vegetables,

fruits, etc. which are offerings to the romantic stars.

Isitori Maturi, or the Stone-picking Festival, at Kuwana.

On this day, a time-honoured festival, Isitori Maturi, is

held at Kuwana Shrine near Nagoya. Worshippers purify

themselves at the River Matiya, and pick up pebbles

which are lying by the river and oflfer them to the

shrine.

July 10. Siman-Rokusen-Niti, or the Service of 46,000

Days.

A special annual religious service known as Siman-Ro-

kusen-Niti, literally 46,000 days, takes place at the temples

where Kannon, Goddess of Mercy, is enshrined. In Tokyo,

the Asakusa Kannon Temple usually is the scene of great

festivity throughout the day, as people from every section

of the city and its suburbs make a pilgrimage to the

temple. .

According to the popular belief and saying, a pilgrimage

to the Kannon temple on this day is equivalent in merit

to attendance at mass for 46,000 days, hence the name

of the service.
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July 11-13. Soma Notna-oi Maturi, or the Festival of

the Wild Horse at Soma.

This picturesque festival is held at Soma, a horse breed-

ing centre in the north-eastern district of the country,

about 180 miles from Tokyo.

The chief attraction of this festival consists of a shrine-

car procession and a parade of horsemen clad in ancient

martial style with heavy armour and helmets. All those

in the neighbouring villages who possess horses participate

in this annual function. The sight of thousands of cava-

liers clad in old costumes and mounted on stout horses,

mostly of the Miharu breed, as they march in procession,

deploy or muster, is both a strange and attractive sight.

July 12. Kusa-iti, or the Grass-Fair.

From the night of the 12 th to the morning of the

following day, fairs called Kusa-iti are held in various

sections of towns and cities. At these fairs, lanterns, earthen

vessels, and other things which will be used at the coming

Bon Festival are sold. In the city of Toky5, the fairs at

Asakusa, Kagurazaka, Yotuya, etc. are the most famous.

July 13—15. Bon Festival, or the Feast of Lanterns.

Bon Festival takes place in honour of the spirits of the dead

who, according to Buddhist belief, are thought to revisit

the earthly world during this period. Lanterns are lighted

throughout the cemeteries, and, in some districts, a wel-

come fire is set before the house to light the way home-

ward for the guests from the other world. The miniature

family shrines are cleaned and a special meal is placed

before them to entertain the spirit-guests. On the last
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day, the guests are sent back again to the spirit world in

the same pious way. All the cemeteries in the country

become scenes of religious devotion during this period.

On the last night, a primitive folk dance, known as Bon

Odori (Bon Dance), may be seen in the country districts.

The dance affords a delightful pastime for the young folks

who gather at the compounds of local shrines or temples

and dance far into the night. The dance is said to have

once been for the purpose of bringing repose to the

souls of the dead. A Bon Odori consists of simple,

monotonous steps and clapping of hands ; common folk

songs are sung, usually without the accompaniment of

any musical instruments, and fancy Yukata (cotton Kimono)

and head towels are worn by the men and women par-

ticipants. Among many others, the Bon Odori in Kiso

(Nagano Prefecture), Sado (Niigata Prefecture), Awa (in

Sikoku
; July 14 to 16 by the lunar calendar) and Siraisizima

(an island in the Inland Sea
; July 13 to 16 by the lunar

calendar) are well known as especially fine examples of

this peasant dance art.

July 16. Yabu-iri.

A pilgrimage to the Enma Images at many temples is

made on this day. According to a Buddhist belief, the

cover-lid of a gigantic furnace in Hell is removed once

a year by Enma, the Judge of Hades, who is also supposed

to pull out the tongues of liars when they are dead and

sent to the other world. The most noted Euma image

is kept in a hall of the compound of the Taisozi Temple,

Sinzyuku, Toky5. This day has been reserved, from olden

times, as the Yabu-iri, one of the big holidays for
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apprentices, servants and other household employees.

July 17. Gion Festival, Kyoto.

The famous Gion-Maturi is one of the three greatest

Sinto festivals of Japan, the others are the Tenzin Festival

at Osaka on the 25 th of this month and the Hie-Matmi

in Tokyo on June 15 th. This fete is characterised by

an animated procession bearing Yamahoko (procession cars)

of all sorts of shapes and designs, as they go through

the streets of the city on the 17 th and 24 th.

In the latter part of July. Doyo Usi-no-hi, or the First

Day of the Ox of the Doyo period.

The Doyo period is the hottest time of the year. It

begins towards the end of July and lasts 18 days. On
the first Day of the Ox (according to the zodiacal sign

of days) of this period, a peculiar custom is observed.

People eat broiled eels at least once during the day in

order to escape from any serious deseases which they

might get during the ensuing hot spell.

July 25. Tenzin Maturi at Tenmangu Shrine, Osaka.

This is one of the three great Sinto festivals of Japan.

The whole city is alive with processions which go along

the thoroughfares, as well as on the rivers and moats.

Sacred cars, geisya dances, and pleasure-boats are the main

attractions. There is also a display of fireworks which

lasts almost throughout the entire day and night.

In the latter part of July. Ryogoku Kawabiraki, or the

Celebration of the Opening of the River Sumida.

On a Saturday in the latter part of the month, along-



TANABATA MATURI or Star Festival (above), and Soma

NOMA-OI MATURI, or the Festival of the Wild Horse, near Sendai



RYOGOKU KAWABIRAKl ; fireworks on

the River Sumida, Tokyo
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established event of Kawabiraki takes place at Ryogoku on

the River Sumida. The Kaiuabiraki has no religious

significance, being held merely to attract people to the

fiver to enjoy the evening breeze. One feature of the

fete is a display of fireworks which attracts hundreds of

thousands of townsfolk who line the banks and fill the

top floors of the houses and other available places. Boats,

lighted with scores of lanterns, float idly on the water,

forming a picturesque scene.

About this time of the month, there are firework dis-

plays at Tamagawa-en (near T5kyo) and at the port of

Yokohama, where people go to enjoy the evening cool.



AUGUST

In Japan, the summer is officially ushered in with

June, and comes to an end in late August. From

June 1 St, white trousers are worn by policemen,

and they change into their black coats on Septem-

ber 1 St. Seaside, mountain and hot spring resorts

all over Japan present the most lively scene of

the year for they are crowded with visitors. Sea-

bathing, camping and mountain climbing are in full

swing during this month. Most students and pupils

attending schools in the large towns return to their

homes in the country, and enjoy the summer vaca-

tion. Many westerners come from China and

Hongkong to spend their summer vacation at

various cool resorts scattered throughout the country.

Unzen, Karatu and Beppu in Kyiisyii ; Rokko near

Kobe ; Hakone ; Karuizawa ; Nikko ; Huzi Goko

(five lakes) at the foot of Mt. Huzi ; Noziri near

Nagano ; and Takayama near Sendai, etc. are very

popular summer resorts for both the Japanese and

foreigners.

The hasu or lotus, with large green sepals and

light pink petals, may be enjoyed during August.

When the flower opens in the early morning, it

makes a peculiar sound which is audible in quiet



A bathing resort in the eastern Japan (above), and foreign visitors

enjoying the cool breeze on a lake at Hakone



NEBUTA MATURI, Akita (above), and TORO NAGASI, or

floating the lanterns down the river
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surroundings. Beautiful lotus flowers are to he seen

in Sinobazu Pond in Ueno Park, Tokyo, Sankei-en

Garden in Yokohama, the precincts of the Hatiman

Shrine, Kamakura, and the moat at Akasi Castle

near Kobe.

August 1. Festival of the Hakone Shrine.

Festival of the Hakone Shrine by the Lake Asi takes

place. In the evening a lantern fete is held on the lake.

Airing of Treasures at the Zozyozi Temple in Tokyo.

The treasures of the Zozydzi Temple in Siba Park, are open

to the inspection of visitors every day for a month com-

mencing on this day.

Festival of the Atago Shrine in Kyoto. The shrine is

visited by crowds of people on the so-called senniti-

mairi.

Annual Festival of the Hikawa Shrine, Omiya. The

shrine, in Omiya Park, 20 miles north of Tokyo, holds

its annual festival in a solemn manner, and in its sacred

dance hall is performed an old classic dance called Azuma-

asobi. It is one of the oldest shrines in the country,

dating back to the time of Emperor Kosyo (465-393 B.C.).

August 1-4. Nebuta Festival.

Nehiita Festival is one of the chief events of the year

in the Tugaru District (Aomori Prefecture). The festival

is said to have originated from the legend that, when

General Sakanoue-no-Tamuramaro subjugated the rebels in



— 56 —

this district, more than one thousand years ago, he devised

Nebuta (dummies representing men, animals and birds) to

misguide the enemy.

On the festival day, Nebutas are placed on carriages

and pulled round through streets. The townsfolk, beauti-

fully dressed, and some in fancy dress, follow the carriages

singing to the tunes played by flutes and drums. At

Aomori, the festival is held from August 1 st to 4 th,

while at Hirosaki, it is observed from July 1 st to 7 th

by the lunar calendar.

August 4. Annual Festival of the Kitano Shrine, Kyoto.

This shrine is dedicated to the memory of Sugawara

Mitizane, a great statesman and loyal scholar of the Heian

Period, and is noted for the architectural characteristics of

the Momoyama days. Mitizane has been posthumously

deified and worshipped all over Japan as Tenzin-sama.

Kawasegaki, or the Ceremony of Feeding Hungry Spirits

in the River. This ceremony is a Buddhist ritual for the

feeding of the spirits of those who have died by drowning,

etc., that are receiving the punishment of hunger in Hell.

A peculiar ceremony is performed on the Sumida River,

Tokyo.

August 6. Nemuri-nagasi, Akita.

This function, which is sometimes called kanto, is held

yearly to invoke the divine help for a good autumnal

crop. On this day, young men in and around the city,

all clad in picturesque dress, try their skill of balancing

kanto on their hands, foreheads, shoulders or hips
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against each other. A kanto is a long vertical bamboo

pole with several horizontal " ribs " from which hang

many lanterns. The most skilful can balance a kanto with

40 to 50 lanterns.

August 6-7. Tanabata Maturi, Sendai.

On the night of the 6 th of August, every house in

Sendai displays bamboo fronds to which are tied pretty

paper strips with poetry on them, streamers and elaborate

paper-works.

August 12-13. Yari Maturi, or the Spear Festival of

the Ozi Shrine, Tokyo.

This Yari Aiaturi is famous on account of the unique

dance called the Dengaku Odori, which is performed on

the stage in front of the shrine. A group of boys

also participate in the fete, each with a spear in his

hand.

August 15. Hatiman-sai of Tokyo.

The Hatimangu shrines, in which is enshrined the spirit

of Emperor Ozin, are found in all parts of the country.

The shrines in Tokyo hold their festival on this day and

many people go to worship at the shrine in their respective

districts, usually taking young boys with them, as this

deity is the God of Military Valour.

August 15-16. Lantern Festival of the Kasuga Shrine,

Nara.

In the compound of the shrine, there are some 3,000

stone and metal lanterns. On the evening of the 15 th
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and 16 th, they are all lighted and present a fascinating

sight.

August 16. Bonfire on Mt. Nyoi-ga-take, near Kyoto.

A great spectacular bonfire in the shape of the character

^<Z (large), is lighted near the summit of Nyoi-ga-take of

Higasi-yama, which rises at the back of the Ginkakuzi

Temple. The horizontal stroke of the character measures

228 feet long, and the left vertical stroke 510 feet long,

and the right 408 feet.

On the same night, other hills around the ancient

capital are also lighted up ; some with different characters,

and others with figures. To get a fine view of all of

these illuminations at a glance, the Yosida Hill, which

stands by the Imperial University of Kyoto, is the best

place in the city.

August 17. N5ryo-Sai, or the Festival to Enjoy Coolness.

The Noryb-sai of the Tatebe Shrine at Seta-mura by

Lake Biwa is a great affair. In the morning, the sacred-

car is placed on a boat and carried down the Seta River

escorted by many other boats, to the place of sojourn at

Nango Beach. In the evening, when the sacred-car returns

to the temple, big bonfires are lighted at several places

along the bank, which make the scene very beautiful.

August 26. Great Bonfire at Yosida, near Mt. Huzi.

Usually on this day, when the climbing season of Mt.

Huzi draws near, a great bonfire and festival day are

celebrated by the people of the locality. The fire dates

from an ancient custom relating to the Goddess Konohana



KANTO MATURI, Akita (above), and HATIMAN-SAI, or the

Festival of the Hatimangu Shrines, Tokyo



SUMl'iOSl ODORI, tiK Icsiiv.il Dance of the Sumiyosi Shrine, Osaka

(above), and the Sacred Palanquin crossing the TAIKO
Bridge in the same festival
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Sakuya Hime, enshrined at the Sengen Shrine on the top

of the mountain.

August 26-27. Festival of the Suwa Shrine, near Nagoya.

The Suwa Shrine in Issiki, 32 miles from Nagoya, is

noted for its annual Tyoiin Maturi or Lantern Festival,

in which great paper lanterns (some measuring as large

as 15 feet in diameter and 23 feet in height) and each

painted with colours and designs, are lighted in the shrine

compound in the evening. Thousands of people gather

there to witness the unique sight.

In Tyosen

Middle of August (July 15 th by the lunar calendar).

On this day, all the people of Ty5sen, including not only

priests and nuns but also the general public, reverently hold

a mass for the dead, and worship at the temples. In the

southern districts, wrestling tournaments for young men

are held, and the winners are awarded cows.

In Taiwan

Middle of August (July 15 th by the lunar calendar).

This day is called Tyugen-setu, and corresponds to

Obon in Japan Proper. Each family makes offering to the

spirits of the ancestors. Millions of lanterns are made, and

carried to the rivers in procession, and then floated down

on the waters



SEPTEMBER

The heat of summer lingers in the first half of

this month, but the evenings and mornings soon

become cool. It has been repeatedly said by foreign-

ers that each season in Japan has its peculiar

fascination. The Japanese autumn, though it lacks

the brightness and tender charm of the spring, pos-

sesses calmness and sublimity, which can seldom

be so much appreciated in any other country.

People who have gone to the countryside to avoid

the heat, return to their homes in the towns in the

middle of this month. As all schools re-open on

the 1st of September, young boys and girls, with sun-

burned faces and limbs, come back to their schools

and resume their educational work.

The sky's serenity and beauty is further enlivened

by the full harvest moon. Tukimi, (moon-viewing),

is the chief entertainment of the month. The seven

grasses of autumn, rice dumplings, and vegetables

of the season, are offered to O-tuki-sama, goddess

of the moon. Sentimentalists who love this gentle

pastime, journey to such places as Atago-yama, in

Tokyo, Mikasa-yama near Nara, Mt. Rokko near

Kobe, and to Suma and Akasi Beaches, also near

Kobe, to see the moon in all her glory.



The Full-moon viewing
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The TENZIN Festival, Osaka (above), and the HATIMAN
Festival, Kumamoto
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Many people go to shrines and temples or quiet

parks and gardens to hear the tiny insects singing

their melancholy tunes in the autumnal plants.

Also during this month, one may view the exhi-

bitions of modern Japanese art which are held at

the Tokyo Prefectural Fine Art Gallery in Ueno

Park, Tokyo.

Baseball tournaments begin about the middle of

the month in which the leading universities and

schools in Tokyo compete. The games are held on

and oflF until the end of October.

Autumn horse-racing also commences in this month

and continues till November.

Sept. 1. New School Term begins.

A new term opening ceremony takes place at many

schools throughout the country.

Sept. 9. Ty6yo-no-Sekku.

The festival called the Tyoyo-no-Sekku is observed by

many families. On this day, they specially prepare

rice boiled with chestnuts, and Kiku-sake, a kind of

sweet liquor, to celebrate the occasion. In ancient

times, an official banquet was given in the Imperial Palace,

to which were invited all the courtiers, and nobles, and a

poem-composing contest, named the Kyokusui-no-en, was

held in the presence of the reigning ruler. This old

Imperial custom seems to have originated in an open air

feast, as the name of the party signifies. Many noted
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men of letters who participated in the contest, seated

themselves here and there on the bank of a winding

stream in the garden, and each composed his poem im-

promptu on a given subject before a drinking cup that

came floating down on the stream passed by him. Then

he took up the cup and drank sake therefrom. Some

people, who are interested in Japanese history, will be

familiar with the poem that Sugawara Mitizane, a noted

statesman and scholar of the Heian Period who was exiled

on a false charge to Dazaihu, Kyiisyu, composed in 901

in which he expressed his sense of mortification at not

being able to attend the aforesaid banquet at the Imperial

Court on that night. The loyal statesman took out the

suit of Imperial clothes which had been granted by the

Emperor Daigo as the prize of the poem-composing contest

that was held at the Seiryoden Hall in the previous year,

and, recalling the subject of his poem, " Thought of

Autumn," which naturally reminded him of his miserable

condition in exile, he was so overcome by his emotions

that he respectfully held up the gift clothes with both

hands as he grieved. He was later deified, and is wor-

shipped by the natives as the model of loyalty and also

of scholarship. All Tenzin Shrines throughout the country

enshrine the spirit of this great man.

Sept. 11. Festival of the Sinmei Shrine, Tokyo.

The festival of the Sinmei Shrine takes place on this

date. It is popularly called the Sy'oga Maturi or the Fes-

tival of Ginger, the name being derived from the fact

that, during the festival, a great sale of ginger-roots takes

place in the shrine precincts. The Tibibako, or a set of



— 63 —

three graduated boxes containing beans is sold on the

occasion as a long-established custom of the festival.

Sept. 14-15. Festival of the Kanda Myozin, Tokyo.

The festival of the Kanda Myozin, which used to be

counted as one of the greatest festivals of Edo (old Toky5),

takes place on the 14 th and 15 th of this month.

Hatiman Maturi, or the Festival of the Hatitnan

Shrine at Takayama, near Gihu. The Hatiman shrine

holds its annual festival on these two days. This

festival, together with that of the Hie Shrine's Sanno

Maturi (April 14-15), has long enjoyed a great deal of

popularity. A famous parade of high, wheeled floats

is the distinctive feature of the occasion.

Sept. 15. Festival of the Hatimangu Shrines.

The Otokoyama Hatimangu at Iwasimizu, midway

between Osaka and Kyoto, holds its festival on this day.

This is one of the oldest Sinto shrines of the country,

and dedicated to the spirit of the Emperor Ozin. On the

same day, the Hakozaki Hatimangu in Hukuoka, Kyusyu,

also holds a festival called Hozyo-e.

Middle of September. Tukimi, or the Full-moon Viewing.

On the night of the 15 th of August by the lunar

calendar, Tukimi is enjoyed throughout the country.

People celebrate the night by oflFering rice dumplings, the

seven flowers of autumn, and vegetables and fruits of the

season to the Japanese Goddess Diana, Otuki-sama.

Many go to some noted point of vantage for viewing

this most beautiful moon of the year. There is a peculiar
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tradition that when the sky is clear and bright on this

night, all youngsters of 15 years old will be favoured

with good luck.

Sept. 15. Festival of the Huzisaki Hatiman Shrine,

Kumamoto.

The annual festival of this shrine, about two-and-half

miles north-east of Kumamoto Station, takes place on this

day. The festival is particularly noted for a classical

samurai procession. In the shrine are preserved many

documents of historical value and other articles designated

as national treasures.

Sept. 18. Festival of the Toyokuni Shrine, Kyoto.

The shrine, situated close to the Ky5to Museum, erected

in memory of Toyotomi Hideyosi, a well-known hero in

the Japanese history, holds its annual festival on this day.

On the top of Amida Hill is found the mausoleum of

this great hero popularly known as Taiko.

Sept. 21-28 or 22-29. The Higan Period.

The autumn equinoctial week commences on the 2 1 st

or 22 nd and lasts a week. For functions held during

the week, refer to the corresponding period in spring

(March).

Sept. 23 or 24. Syuki-K6rei-Sai.

This day is a national holiday known as the Syuki-

Korei-Sai, or the Autumnal Festival of the Imperial

Ancestors, corresponding to the Syunki-Korei-Sai in March.
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In Tyosen

Middle of September (August 15 th by the lunar calen-

dar).

Full-moon Viewing. On this night, " Full-moon

Viewing " is enjoyed throughout Tyosen. Farmers boil

rice and make rice-cakes with rice from the new crop, and

oflfer them to the moon together with many other

delicacies. The whole family sit round leisurely and enjoy

themselves viewing the full-moon and helping themselves

to the delicacies, for the toil of the year is now virtually

over.



OCTOBER

October ushers in the marvelous fall weather and

beauty for which Japan is so famous. So agreeable

and calm is the average autumnal weather that

the Japanese commonly regard such balmy autumn

days as the koharu biyori, or the ideal weather

for pleasure-making.

In autumn there are also displays of luxuriant

beauty in the mountains and the countryside, where

one can enjoy the glorious tints of the foliage of

the maples and other trees. Momizi-gari, the

viewing of tinted maple leaves, can, in most places,

be enjoyed during the period lasting from the latter

part of October until the end of November. Some

of the most famous places for viewing the gay

leaves are : Nikko, Hakone, Myogi, Akagi, Nagatoro,

Oku-tone, Tukuba, Kurobe Gorge, Oku-tama, Syo-

senkyo, Matusima, and Siobara, in the eastern Japan

;

and Kiso, Minowa, Takao, akio, Togao, Yoro,

Itukusima, Tyomonkyo, Yabakei, and Unzen, in the

Kansai and Kyusyii districts. While maple-viewing

is not so popular as cherry-viewing, yet it is popular

enough for the Government Railways to run special

maple viewing excursion trains and give special

rates.



Gorgeous chrysanthemum flowers



Picking MIKAN or mandarin oranges
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Rural attractions at the height of the autumnal

season are really alluring to picnic-makers. Family

picnic parties, lively with youngsters, gather edible

mushrooms and chestnuts in the sunny bushes.

Hunters and their faithful dogs are busy pursuing

game in the woods and marshes. Deer hunting

and wild boar hunting on Mt. Amagi in Izu

district are the most thrilling experiences to be had

in the neighbourhood of Tokyo. For wild duck

shooting, Kosigaya (near Tokyo) and Benten Pond

(near Akasi) are best known.

The urban and suburban parks and gardens are

adorned with the various species of chrysanthemum

flowers, which come to bloom during the month.

The chrysanthemum show at Hibiya Park, Tokyo,

and the display of life-size figures made with the

flowers at the Kokugikan Amphitheatre, Tokyo, have

now become annual events.

Those who like to see the old customs of Japan

are afforded unique opportunities of observing the

various Sinto festivals which take place successively

at many towns, as they are usually performed after

the primitive fashion of the country.

Oct. 1. Annual Chrysanthemum Show at Kokugikan,

Tokyo.

Usually from this day, the annual grand chrysanthemum

show at the Kokugikan Amphitheatre in Ryogoku opens
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and lasts about two months. More than 300 life-size

figures representing various historical characters are ex-

hibited. These figures arc all dressed in Kimotio made of

chrysanthemum flowers. Besides, there are exhibited

hundreds of varieties of exquisite potted chrysanthemum

flowers.

Oct. 4. Festival of the Kitano Shrine, Kyoto.

This shrine is dedicated to tJie spirit of Sugawara Mi-

tizane, a loyal statesman of the Heian Period. On this

day, a sacred shrine car, decorated with various vegetables,

is carried by men in a procession.

Oct. 7. Festival of the Akamagu Shrine, Simonoseki.

This shrine, which is situated opposite Mozi at the

western entrance to the Inland Sea, celebrates its annual

festival on this day.

Oct. 8. Festival of the Suwa Shrine, Nagasaki.

The great annual festival of the Suwa Shrine, is celeb-

rated with great pomp and extravagance. This is one

of the three great fetes of Nagasaki, the other two being

Bon A\aturi, or the Feast of Lanterns, on 13-13 of July,

and Hata-age, or Kite-flying, held in early spring.

Oct. 10. Festival of the Kotohira (commonly known

as " Konpira ") Shrine near Takamatu, Sikoku.

The shrine is much revered by mariners who have made

Konpini-Sama their patron god.



An anist getting his work ready for an exhibition (above), and the

sculpture section of the Imperial Art Exhibition



The SUWA Dance, Nagasaki (above), and the ZIDAI Festival, Kyoto
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Oct. 12. Usi Maturi at Uzumasa.

This festival which is held at the Koryu-zi Temple,

has long been one of the most popular annual functions

in Kyoto. The temple was originally erected by Zikaku-

Daisi in token of his gratitude for a safe voyage home

from China. On the day ot the festival, five quaintly

attired priests, one riding an ox and the other four guard-

ing him, march round the temple. Hence the name Usi

(or Oyi)-Matiiri.

Oct. 12. Oesiki, or the Festival of the Honmonzi

Temple, Tokyo.

At the Honmonzi Temple, Ikegami, in the suburbs of

Tokyo, the great annual festival called Oes/ki, takes place,

in commemoration of the demise of Nitiren, the founder

of the Nitiren sect of Buddhism. Large crowds of pilgrims

throng the compounds of this famous temple on the night

of the festival. Thousands of devout believers of this

sect in the City and its neighbouring towns, march towards

the temple carrying large square lanterns, called mandb,

beautifully decorated with paper flowers, etc., to the ac-

companiment of the beating of flat-shaped drums. They

recite the sacred formula of the devotees and march round

the temple until the dawn of the next day, and hundreds

of thousand of citizens visit the temple to see the festival.

The municipal, government and suburban tramways have

special service for the section throughout the night.

Oct. 13. Oesiki of the Myohozi Temple, Tokyo.

Following the great Oesiki at the Honmonzi Temple on

the previous day, rhc Myohozi Temple in the western
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suburb of Tokyo holds a similar festival on the 13 th. The

temple compounds are crowded with pilgrims and specta-

tors, and the beating of fan-shaped flat drums is heard

all through the night.

Middle of the month. Zyusan-ya, or the Thirteenth

Night.

On the night of the 13 th of September by the lunar

calendar, moon-viewing is enjoyed by many poetically

minded people. Similar to the previous occasion of full

moon-viewing (on 15 th of August by the lunar calendar),

rice dumplings, and fruit and vegetables of the seasan

are offered to the moon.

Middle of the month. Cutting of Deer Horns in Nara.

On a holiday about the middle of the month, the

deer in Nara Park have their horns cut, so that they

cannot injure one another. People who visit the Kasuga

Shrine, Nara, will find various souvenir articles made of

the deer horn on sale for visitors.

Oct. 17. Kanname-Sai, or the Harvest Thanksgiving

Festival.

On this day, His Majesty, by special Imperial Messenger,

makes an offering of the new rice at Ise Shrine, and

celebrates the customary rites at the Kasiko-dokoro in the

Imperial Palace. It is a national holiday, and the whole

nation offers prayers of thanksgiving to the most reverenced

Goddess, " Amaterasu Omikami."
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Bunten, or the Imperial Art Exhibition. The Bunten

opens on this day at the Tokyo Prefectural Art Gallery

in Ueno Park, Tokyo, and lasts until the latter part of the

following month.

Oct. 18. Festival of the Nagata Shrine, Kobe.

The festival of this shrine, where many fowls are kept

in the compound on account of an ancient legend, is

held on this day. The parishioners of this shrine are said

never to eat chickens.

Oct. 19. Bettara-iti, or the Annual Fair of Pickled

Radish.

In the evening of this day, the so-called Bettara-iti,

an annual fair of the pickled radish, takes place at Oden-

ma-tyo, Nihonbasi, Toky5. People going out for a walk

at night buy some of the pickles and pots of flowering

chrysanthemum sold at the fair.

Oct. 22. Zidai Matiiri, or the Fete of the Heian Shrine,

Kyoto.

The famous Zidai Maturi at the Heian Shrine is

scheduled for this day. The festival is annually held in

commemoration of the founding of the old Capital of

Heian (Kyoto) in 794. It consists of processions preceded

by sacred cars, which go through the greater part of the

city and return to the shrine. The processions are com-

posed of various groups of people, dressed in costumes

representative of important epochs of history during the

twelve centuries subsequent to the establishment of the

old capital.
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Oct. 22-24. Festival of the Yasukuni Shrine, Tokyo.

The Yasukuni Shrine on the Kudan Hill, holds its

autumnal festival for three days, Oct. 22-24. On the

23 rd, the Imperial Messenger is sent to worship at the

shrine.

Oct. 26. Annual Celebration of Tenrikyo.

The Tenrikyo sect of Sinto holds its great annual celeb-

ration at Tanba-iti in Nara Prefecture. It is said that

this sect is supported by some five million devotees. On
this day of the great festival, devotees from all parts of

the country literally flock to the head shrine.

In Tybsen

Oct. 17. Festival of the Tyosen Zingu.

This shrine is dedicated to the Goddess, Amaterasu-

Omikami, and to the Emperor Meizi. It is situated

about 1 kilometre from Kcizyo Station in the middle of

a dense forest of pines, and is most awe-inspiring.

In Taiwan

Oct. 28. Festival of the Taiwan Zinsya, Taihoku.

This shrine, which is dedicated to the memory of the

late Prince Kitasirakawa who died during his expedition

there in 1895, is the most revered shrine in Taiwan. The

most important festival of this shrine falls on this date.



OESIKI, or the Festival of the Honmonzi Temple, Tokyo



A geisya girl in festival attire



NOVEMBER

The autumnal excellence of October continues on

into November. This is also a month for outdoor

gaiety, maple viewing (during the first two weeks),

and for delighting in the glorious chrysanthemum.

The flower show at the Kokugikan Amphitheatre,

Tokyo, is at its height, while the chrysanthemum

exhibitions at Hibiya Park, Tokyo, and at Turumai

Park in Nagoya, are just beginning to open.

Nation-wide athletic activities manifest themselves

on and about the 3rd of November, the national

holiday commemorating the birth of the Great Em-

peror Meizi. Various sports meetings, lectures and

other athletic demonstrations take place throughout

the country.

Most of the exhibits at the Imperial Art Exhibition,

which was opened in the previous month at the

Tokyo Prefectural Art Gallery in Ueno Park, are

sent, in the latter part of this month, to Kyoto

where they are displayed for the Kansai people.

About the middle of November, the Imperial

Chysanthemum Garden Party is given at the Sinzyu-

ku Imperial Garden, to which many distmguished

personages and their families, both Japanese and

foreigners, arc invited.
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Nov. 1. Airing of Treasures in the Syos6-in, Nara.

The airing of the rare treasures retained in the Syoso-

in begins on this day and lasts until the 15 th. The

articles preserved there for so many centuries number

three thousand in all, dating from the days of Emperor

Syomu (724 748 A.D.). Those who wish to have the

privilege of visiting this place must apply to the Director

of the Tokyo Imperial Household Museum, Ueno Park,

Toky5, before October 25 th. Proper introductions from

diplomatic representatives must accompany the application.

Nov. 1-7. Airing of Treasures retained at the Engakuzi,

Kamakura.

Visitors are permitted to inspect the treasures. This

temple, founded by Hozyo Tokimune, was one of the five

great temples in Kamakura, and is now the headquarters

of the Rinzai sect of Buddhism.

In the first part of November. The First Tori-no-iti,

or the Fowl Fair.

On the first Day of the Cock of this month, the first

festival of Tori-no-iti is held in several parts of Tokyo.

It is an old festival observed since the Edo Period. As

the Day of the Cock, one of the twelve zodiacal signs

comes round twice or three times during the month, it is

held twice or thrice as the case may be, being popularly

called the first, second and third lori. The Otori-

Zinsya at Asakusa, Sinzyuku, Sinagawa and Susaki are the

most noted in the capital, and visited by thousands of

people from the early morning of the day until the small

hours of the following day. Visitors to the slirines
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usually get Kumade, a kind of decorated bamboo rake,

and ofifer it to the household shrine, praying for their

good luck in the coming months.

Nov. 3. Meizi Setu.

Meizi Setu, one of the four great National Holidays,

is observed on this day in commemoration of the nativity

of Emperor Meizi, whose spirit is enshrined in the Meizi

Shrine, Yoyogi, Tokyo.

" Shrine Sports Contests " are held in the stadium in

the Outer Garden of the shrine on a nation-wide scale

at this time.

Nov. 15. Siti-go-san, or the Children's Shrine Pilg-

rimage.

Siti-go-san, v/hich literally means " Seven-five-three," is

a pretty festival which is said to be over four hundred

years old. On this day parents with children of either

sex who are three years old, or boys of five years and

girls of seven years of age, visit the local shrines to

express their gratitude to the tutelary deity for their

children having reached these critical ages and pray for

future blessings. Naturally, they are dressed in their best

clothes. The Sannd Shrine is one of the most popular shrines

in Tokyo for this festival and draws a large number of

youngsters, sometimes over 20,000 parents and children.

Nov. 17. Festival of the Tanzan Shrine, near Nara.

The great festival of the Tanzan Shrine near Sakurai

Station, 12 miles from Nara, takes place on this day.

This shrine is dedicated to the memory of Iluziwara-no-
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Kamatari. Kamatari was a loyal and righteous man, and a

most influential nobleman and statesman in the 7 th century.

He restored the administration which had been led astray

by a party of" badly-disposed noblemen, and re-established

the path ot righteousness reflecting the true spirit of the

country. The shrine was erected in the same century by

Huziwara Zyoe in honour of his father, Kamatari, and

the Japanese sometimes refer to it as the Nikko of the

Kansai district because of the fine forests in the neigh-

bourhood and the decorative architectural features of the

shrine.

Nov. 20-22. Minato Maturi, or the Port Festival, Kobe.

The Port Festival takes place on these days and is one

of the Japanese festivals which should not be missed by

any visitor to these shores. Besides a parade of chrysan-

themum-decorated motor-cars, one of which contains " the

Queen of the Port Festival," the celebration has another

attraction—a classical parade of approximately 550 persons

impersonating well-known historical characters associated

with the port city, such as Townsend Harris, Rutherford

Alcock, Parkes, Roche, Earnest Satow and Bruce Mitford.

Nov. 23. Niiname-Sai, or the Harvest Festival.

Niiname-Sai is a national holiday celebrating the bountiful

harvest of the year. On tliis day a solemn ceremony is

held at the Imperial Sanctuary, on which occasion some

consecrated paddy rice produced in specially-appointed

fields is offered to the Imperial Ancestors.



Typical scenes of SITI-GO-SAN, or the Children's Shrine Pilgrimage



TORl-N(J-ITI, or the Fowl Fair (above), and the Port-Festival, Kobe



DECEMBER

The tired year is almost ready to retire, and Japan

prepares for a fitting burial. The month of Decem-

ber, popularly called Siwasu, meaning the " end of

all things," is the most colourful and lively of all

months. Streets, tramway cars, motor buses, shops

and department stores are animated with busy-look-

ing townspeople and shoppers. Large department

stores vie with one another in displaying various

novelty and conventional articles on sale for the

season.

The exchange of Oseibo, year-end gifts, similar

to Christmas presents in the Western nations, com-

mences in the early part of the month. Youngsters

are the happy recipients of many toys and playthings.

The presents exchanged between families usually

take the form of various groceries, confectionaries

and stationery, one of the most popular being

salted salmon.

The New Year's playthings, such as battledores

and shuttlecocks, kites, poem-cards, etc. are displayed

for sale during this month at department stores and

toy shops.

On the other hand, some people who have lei-

sure time plan their New Year's trips or pilgrimages
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to the Sinro Shrines at Ise or other places. Well-

to-do people go to hot springs in the warmer dist-

ricts.

Young students, free from school work, devote

themselves to winter sports. Some go to skiing

places, such as Sapporo, Otaru, Numaziri, Nikko,

Sugadaira, Myoko, Akakura, Mt. Ibuki and so on
;

and others go skating at Nikko, Lake Suwa, Lake

Yamanaka, Mt. Rokko, etc. Although some of the

north-western parts of Japan proper and Hokkaido

are noted for their heavy snowfall, the winter in

other parts is not yet so severe during this month.

The winter sports last until February or April,

depending upon whether the resorts are located in

southern or northern Japan.

Dec. 5. Festival of the Suitengu Shrine, Tokyo.

The Suitengu Shrine, in Kakigara-tyo, Nihonbasi-ku,

holds its last festival of the year. Its festivals take

place on the 5 th of each month. From the early morning,

devout people come to the shrine to secure the lucky

divine tablets, which in the manner of a lottery, are drawn

from a casket and are supposed to foretell the drawer's

fortune.

Dec. 10-11. Grand Year-End Fair at the Hikawa

Shrine, Omiya.

The fair at the Hikawa Shrine, about 40 minutes' ride

by electric train from Tdkyo, is regarded as the greatest of
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Choosing the New Year's battledores (above), and TOSl-NO-ITI,

or the Year-end Fair
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Winter Sports : skating and skiing
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the kind in the Kanto district and attracts thousands of

people. It is famous for the sale of wooden or clay

images of Daikoku, the god of wealth, which are intended

to be placed on the god-shelf in family kitchens to bring

luck to the families.

Dec. 14. Tosi-no-iti, or the Year-end Market.

The Year-end Market days begin on this date at various

shrines, temples and other quarters in the cities and towns.

At these fairs are sold all the necessary New Year utensils,

wares, decorations, etc. The fair at the Asakusa Temple,

on December 17 and 18, is regarded as the greatest of

all in Tokyo.

Dec. 14. Gisi-Sai.

The Gisi-sai, or the annual festival of the celebrated

" Forty-seven Ranin," is held at Ako, a town midway

between Himezi and Okayama. The festival is also held

at the Sengakuzi Temple, Takanawa, Tokyo, where the

souls of the faithful Ronin repose forever. All the year

round, and especially on this day, visitors throng the

compound of this temple in great numbers to pay their

respects to the spirits of the deceased Ronin, famed as

models of bmido. In a small museum in the

compound of this temple are retained a number of old

mementoes once owned by the loyal samurai. These samurai

were vassals of Asano Naganori, Lord of Ak5, who, in

1701, was ordered to commit harakiri for having wounded

Kira Yosinaka in the Syogun's Castle. At the same time

his domains were confiscated. It was owing to the gross

provocation of the crafty old Kira that the hot-tempered
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lord attempted to kill him on die spot. Oisi Yositaka,

and forty-six vassals of the unfortunate lord, secretly

resolved to avenge for the wrong suffered by their master.

At length, on the night of December 14, 1702, the

little band assaulted the mansion of Kira at Hon2yo,

Edo (old Tokyo), and after a desperate combat with the

latter's guards, succeeded in killing Kira. Oisi and his

followers were subsequently sentenced to die on their

own swords.

During this month, many theatres in the capital and

other cities preferably stage a drama called Tyiisingura or

Gisi-melmei-den, which fully or partially depicts the cause,

the development, and the grand finale of the gallant

undertaking carried out by the Romn.

Yi&c. 21. Pilgrimage to the Daisi Temple.

This is the last day of the year for pilgrimage to the

Daisi Temples. The most famous Daisi temple near

Tokyo is situated at Kawasaki, between Yokohama and

the Capital.

Dec. 22 or 23. Tozi, or the Winter Solstice.

On the day of Tozi, winter officially begins accord-

ing to the lunar calendar. People drink cold sake and

bathe in hot water containing slices of yuzii or citron,

in belief that this will keep them from catching cold

even in the severe winter. Public bath-houses also post

a sign of the yuzu-yu or citron bath in front of their

entrance. This is done also at the time of the iris bath

taken on Boy's Festival Day, on the 5 th of May.
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The Imperial Diet Building (above), and the Christmas Eve at a

fashionable hotel in Tokyo



A hot spring resort in winter
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Dec. 25. Taisyo-Tenno-Sai.

Taisyo-Tenno-Sai is a national holiday in memory of

the late Emperor Taisyo. The Imperial Mausoleum,

called " Tama-no-Misasagi ", situated at Asakawa, about

20 miles west of Tolsyd, is visited by worshippers

throughout the year. On this day, in particular, the

faithful subjects throng to Asakawa and pay their homage

to the late Emperor.

Christmas. As this day coincides with the Taisyo-

Ten?zd-Sai, which is a national holiday, Christmas Day

has come, of late, to be treated almost throughout Japan

as one of the chief fete days. Show-windows and streets

make colourful demonstrations in honour of the event,

and every year adds to the festive character of the

day Most of the foreign-style restaurants and caf6s serve

Christmas dinners, and every department store is decorated

with Christmas trees, and has a human Santa Claus

strolling among the crowds of shoppers.

In the latter part of December. Opening of the Imperial

Diet.

Opening of the winter session of the Imperial Diet

takes place towards the end of this month, the formal

Imperial opening address being delivered at both houses

by His Majesty the Emperor.

Dec. 29. Government Offices cIose=

Government Offices usually close for the New Year's

vacation which lasts until the 4 th of January.
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Dec. 31. Omisoka, or the Great Last Day.

This is the Great Last Day. People will say, " However

you may cry or laugh over it, it is the last day of the

year." The next day, all the people, young and old,

assume brighter looks, realizing that they are on the

threshold of what they hope will be a happy and pros-

perous New Year, and say Omedefo, the greeting of

the season. People usually sit up until midnight and

listen to the one hundred and eight strokes of the temple

bells that announce the passing of the old and herald the

coming of the happy New Year.
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